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Guides for Prepared Students  
Your Certified Teacher Librarians can offer students a haven with a trained professional.
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“I had a student with Asperger’s who felt safe in my library. I invited him to be a library aide. He felt safe and respected. I later saw him at the high school where he talked person to person— something he would never do with the adults at his school.” –J.W. CTL 
 
“Junior high can be tough and some students need a safe place to hang out. Once, one bright, but very shy, 9th grader was harshly spoken to by a teacher. The girl needed a place to compose herself: my library.” S W. CTL

“My daughter is a sensitive child and needed a safe haven at school. Our teacher librarian offered that place. [My daughter] gained a great deal of confidence and is doing well in middle school. I am grateful for the powerful influence of our teacher librarian.”—Parent  
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Guides for Prepared Students  
Your Certified Teacher Librarians prepare students for higher education and the workforce  
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“Before when I wrote a paper it was a big mess. Now I know what to do!” Excited 8th-grade student after learning how to do quality research. 
 
“The school library program [and the librarian] has had a huge impact on my life. The library was a sanctuary for me and the catalyst for my interests and learning. The experiences I had in the library couldn’t have happened in any other way and helped make me who I am today.” D.J—Science teacher and doctoral student 
 
“My teacher librarian didn’t teach me how to read—she taught me why. If I ever write a book, I’m dedicating it to her”—Former student  




Certified Teacher Librarians teach students to find, evaluate, and apply information; to critically analyze information and other media messages on social media and the internet; and to value reading and read in depth in developmentally appropriate ways. 
Don’t get lost—Ask your GPS! 
Utah Students are losing 
Utah Universities spend millions of dollars each year to employ instructional librarians to remediate freshman students in the skills they could have been learning since kindergarten from their Certified Teacher Librarian teaching the Utah Library Media Curriculum. 
13 of Utah’s 41 school districts have NO certified teacher librarians qualified to teach Library Media Standards and to build quality library collections that support the curriculum and student interests. 
 
In 2018, 57% of the Utah graduating class did not meet the ACT Reading Benchmarks for college. 
 
Research shows that states adding certified teacher librarians saw a rise in NAEP 4th-grade reading scores from 1.5-
2.8%. 

25 state studies confirm that full-time, certified teacher librarians, who collaborate with classroom teachers, raise student achievement.  
[image: ]Certified teacher librarians are foremost teachers, as well as instructional partners, information and research specialists, reading advocates, and school library program managers. 
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Your Certified Teacher Librarians teach students to value reading and find information to analyze its content credibility The world is less scary 
since I learned how to 
identify fake news
 
Creative Commons
 

“[My] children’s academic success ties closely to how well and how widely they read. A certified teacher librarian…encourages reluctant readers to try new genres [and] authors…. They teach multiple ways of gaining…and evaluating information.”—A.G., 

I teach lessons on fake news, website validity and how to find information using keywords and Boolean Operators.  Students… tell me how much faster it is to find the best information.—Certified Teacher Librarian 

“My teacher librarian taught us research skills for how to organize projects and citing resources using a program that some colleges use. It really helps to know how to organize things so I can concentrate on the topic I am researching.”—Former student  
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The Proposal 
$1.2M for each of 3 years 
What: 
Increase the number of certified teacher librarians in Utah schools 
 
Establish best practices sites 
Provide training 
Improve reading scores by 3% 
Involve cost-sharing partners 
How: 
Place 25 certified teacher librarians in 25 schools currently without a certified teacher librarian 
Train principals, certified teacher librarians, library assistants, and educator teams  
Conduct third-party impact study [for hard data on the effect of CTLs on student achievement] 
Support: 
District Superintendents (Over 40 current and former superintendents have endorsed the proposal.) 

Four state universities as cost-sharing partners 

Corporations 

Utah Academic Librarians Consortium  
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