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Restoration Project

The La Crosse River Marsh is a 1200-acre urban riparian wetland located in the heart of La Crosse, Wisconsin.  Its associated rivers are the La Crosse and the Mississippi. 
It is hydrologically, ecologically, and culturally important to the city and region. The marsh slows and stores floodwater. Trails across the marsh see heavy use by walkers and bicyclists for recreation and commuting. The marsh is a regionally important nursery for fish and an internationally important stopover for spring and fall bird migrations.  Over six thousand school children per year benefit from the marsh as their environmental education classroom.
 In the past 75 years, the marsh has been reduced piecemeal, by half, due to urban development on all its edges.  City streets, Burlington Northern rail tracks, and recreational trails cross the marsh. Additional urban infrastructure – power lines, natural gas lines, and water mains – cross the marsh. Storm sewers deposit urban runoff into the marsh. Today climate change also impacts the wetland services this environment provides. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The City of La Crosse through its Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department, and SmithGroup, Inc. have launched a multi-year restoration project to address hydrology, habitat, and recreational infrastructure in the marsh, assisted by the Friends of the La Crosse River Marsh and other stakeholders.  SmithGroup will provide professional environmental services to evaluate historic and current conditions, propose design changes, prepare work plans and estimates, and manage construction.  
The goal: A resilient, bio-diverse, urban wetland – our commons and classroom.
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