Social Media and the Mitzvot of Techecha, Halbanat Panim and Lashon Hara
Nechama Goldman Barash: Yom lyun Switzerland 2021

Section A: To rebuke (tochecha) and to not shame or publicly humiliate (halbanat panim)

1. Leviticus 19:17
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You shall not hate your fellow in your heart. You shall surely rebuke
your fellow and incur no guilt because of him.

ANMY NN D'DIA N2IN 2272 NN KIWNNY
NN 1'7Y RYN™X7|

2. Rashi on Leviticus 19:17
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“And incur no guilt because of him” - Do not whiten his face
[humiliate him] in public.
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3. Babylonian Talmud Arakhin 16b
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How do we know that if a man sees something unseemly in his
neighbor, he is obliged to reprove him? Because it states [in the
Torah: Lev 19:17]: You shall surely rebuke.

If he rebuked him and [the neighbor] did not accept it, how do we
know that he must rebuke him again? The Torah states: [you shall]
‘surely rebuke’ multiple times.

One might assume [this to be obligatory] even though his face
whitened [he was humiliated from the rebuking], therefore the text
states: ‘“You shall not bear sin because of him’ [to limit it up to the
point of humiliation in public].

...How far shall rebuke be administered?

Rav said: Until he [the reprover] be beaten.

Samuel said: Until he be cursed.

Rabbi Yochanan said: Until he be shunned.
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4. Babylonian Talmud Bava Metzia 59a - 59b
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A sage from the tannaatic period [approx. 0-200 CE] taught a baraita
[statement] before Rav Nahman bar Yitzhak: Anyone who humiliates
another in public, it is as though he were spilling blood. Rav Nahman
bar Yitzhak said to him: You have spoken well, as we see that after
the humiliated person blushes, the red leaves his face and pallor
comes in its place, which is tantamount to spilling his blood.

And Mar Zutra bar Toviyya says [that] Rav says; and some say Rav
Hana bar Bizna says that Rabbi Shimon Hasida says; and some say
Rabbi Yohanan says in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai: It is
more comfortable for a person to cast himself into a fiery furnace
rather than humiliate another in public.

19 |20 70 PN¥' 12 1INl 27T N KN N
Xi? 1'9W 7"K D'NT 19IY 17'RD 02N NN
AR RN MR RNAI0 7'TRT N7 XI'TNT DR

N7 NI 2 K NI0 12 XKVIT N (NN

N7 MNARIERT'ON WM K KIT' 12 KIN QY K
mxy 2'9'w 0TX7 17 NN Mawn niwn pnra'R
... 0202 NN 19 27 X1 UKD (WY

5. Babylonian Talmud Shabbat 54b
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Rav, and Rabbi Hanina, and Rabbi Yohanan, and Rav Haviva taught: Anyone
who had the capability to protest the sinful conduct of the members of his
household and did not protest, [he himself is] apprehended [for the sins] of the
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members of his household [and punished].

he fails to do so], he is apprehended [for the sins] of the people of his town.

to do so, he is apprehended [for the sins of] the whole world.

[If he is in a position to protest the sinful conduct of] the people of his town, [and

[If he is in a position to protest the sinful conduct of] the whole world, and he fails
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5. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Knowledge 6:7-8

N-T:1 NIYT NID70 "IN mwn n"ann

7. He who beholds his fellow stooping to sin or following an unrighteous
path, is obliged to return him toward the good, and to let him know that he is
actually sinning against himself in pursuing wicked deeds for, it is said: "And
you shall surely rebuke your neighbor" (Lev. 19.17).

8. ...Although he who does put his fellow to shame is not flogged, it is a
grievous sin. Even so did the wise men say: "He who publicly puts his
fellow's countenance to shame has no share in the world to come" (Pirke
Avot, 3.15).

However, all these refer to matters touching the relationship between man
and man; but if it concern heavenly matters, if the sinner does not repent
after being rebuked privately, he should be shamed publicly, and his sin
should be proclaimed, and harsh words should be used in his presence,
and he should be shamed and cursed till he repent and take up the good
path, even as all of the prophets in Israel did with the wicked.

X7 N T2 7Y IR RONY NaN ARNN LT
RINY 1YTINYI20MY7 N'TNNY DIXA D21V
INNIY D'YIN 1'YYN1 INXY 7V RUIN
Snmy nx nom " (T o kP
.1127 1'aw DNATA 2 .N2aN DX NDIMN
X .0Ij7RN 127 'Y DNaTA 2
NN 17 72T anxy 27 1121InINY
NN 17 MIR 1'RY WA NN 1wl
72 DX .Xan 071N N7 INANYT IN210Y
N"IY Y9 INDI' IX? DRI 20N 1N

TV INDINYG DTR 2'N AN 1.9
21 .Yniy R 17 IR RVIND DY
YON1 NIN NN 1'RI NINNY 1T TWORY
DN NINAY 17 TWORY I 17X 1V

IX D'7DN7 OTR7 JI0RY [XON ... .N

'9 7V QX .0"M] PY DI IR

2172 1y 17V D7 1'R 12N DR DY7OnnY
127N X7 DX DY N2TA 73X ... NI
D'N015NI 02N MIX |'A'75n N2
['77701 'T2Nn1 1192 IR 0'9NNI1 IXVN
22 IWYY INd 207 TN'Y TV INIXR
xwn 0N

Section B: To not tale-bear or gossip (rechilut) and no evil speech (lashon hara)

9. Leviticus 19:16
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Do not go as a talebearer among your people, do not stand idly by
your neighbor’s blood, | am God.

N IR YT DT TRYD K7 mpa 77 MR

10. Psalms 34:13-15
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(13) Who is the man who is eager for life, who desires years of
good fortune? (14) Guard your tongue from evil, your lips from

deceitful speech. (15) Shun evil and do good, seek peace and

pursue it.
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11. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Book of Knowledge 7:1-3
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2. Who is a talebearer? One who loads himself up with matters, and goes
from this one to that one, saying to each: such did that man say, thus and
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such have | heard concerning that man; even though it be true, behold 20/ DT D DX NINY '9 7Y X 1179
him, he destroys the universe. NINLTRA TY NN 70T |iy W' .0%ivn nX
There is yet an extremely grosser iniquity, which, too, is included in this 190NN XN VN [iYW7 RINENTIRT 992
prohibitive commandment, and that is, the evil tongue (lashon hara), one 228 NN MIRY '9 7y X inan nhaa
who spreads scandal about his fellow even though he be telling truth. If he 2N 2y v oy R¥in X7 Y nikn
be lying, he is called a maligner who invents an evil name against his 21 2 IR AYIY DT VN |iY7 v 7R
fellow. The owner of an evil tongue, behold him, he sits in company and 21 21 MNIAX 1'D 721 721 2179 Ny
relates, saying: thus and such did that certain party, thus and such were NT 7Y "N 79 02T Nl 1YY myny
his parents, and thus and such | did hear about him and of course, he 22 'n n1p" (T2 0'7'NN) 2Mdn NN
relates scandalous matters. Of him, the Verse says: "May the Lord cut off "Ni7Ta 2™ |iYY Nighn mov
all flattering lips, the tongue that speaketh proud things" (Ps. 12.4).

Hafetz Hayim (Rav Yisrael Meir Kagan 1839-1933). Lived in Krakow, Poland. With his works on Lashon Hara, the
Hafetz Hayim transformed what was an essentially ethical norm or halakhic imperative into codified law. He
expanded the scope and deepened the severity and awareness of laws around speech.

13. Hafetz Hayim Laws of Lashon Hara 1:10:1-2
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1 If a person saw someone harming his/her friend, whether robbing them, wronging them, or causing them
damage, whether the one robbed or damaged knew of it or not — or if the person shamed them or aggrieved
them, or wronged them with words — and it became known to them clearly that the person did not return the theft
or reimburse them for the damage and did not beseech them to forgive the transgression — even if the person saw
this thing alone, they can relate it to others in order to help the one who was wronged and to condemn
these evil deeds before people;

but they must be sure to fulfill the following seven conditions:

1. that they witness themselves and not hear of it from others, unless it becomes clear to them afterwards that the
thing is true.

2. that they take great care not to immediately determine the thing to be theft, or wronging, or damage, and the
like, without carefully analyzing whether it actually is theft or damage according to the law.

3. that they reprove the sinner first, gently — perhaps it [the proof] will avail the perpetrator who will thereby rectify
his ways. And if the person does not listen to them, then they should apprise the people of this person's guilt —
how the person deliberately harmed another. (And if they know that the reproof will not be accepted — this will be
explained below, God willing, in section 7.)

4. that they should not exaggerate the wrong beyond what it is.

5. that they should intend the benefit [of others] and not, God forbid, to benefit themselves from the taint ascribed
to the other, and not out of preexisting hatred.

6. if they can bring about the desired benefit itself without recourse to exposing them for their act, then, in
all instances, it is forbidden to speak [of what they did].

7. that they should not cause the one spoken about more damage than they would suffer if the matter were
brought to trial in rabbinic court. (The rationale for this is to be found below in the laws of gossip, Principle 9, where
it properly belongs.

Pitchei Teshuva (by Rabbi Yisrael Isserlin, 1827-1889) is a commentary on the four volumes of the Shulchan Aruch
(Code of Jewish Law). It was largely authored by Avraham Tzvi Hirsch Eisenstadt (1813-1868). Only this volume,
Orach Chayim was written by Rabbi Isserlin.

22. Pitchei Teshuva, Orach Chayim, 156 (Translation by Rabbi David Brofsky)

The Magen Avraham and others went on at length about the stringency around Lashon Hara, and | felt compelled
to note, that on the other hand, there is a greater transgression that is also very prevalent, and that it is not to give
his friend information when there is a chance to save the oppressed from his oppressor because of the fear of
Lashon Hara. For instance, one who sets a trap to kill someone in an undetectable manner or who digs a tunnel in
the middle of the night in the darkness into the house or store of his friend and prevents himself from telling his
friend and warning him in time, because he is afraid that this is a transgression of Lashon Harah, and in truth, one
who behaves this way, his sin is too great to bear and he transgresses the prohibition of Do Not Stand Idly By
While Your Brother’s Blood is Being Shed.

By not speaking you violate the mitzvah of returning that which is lost to its owner (Deut 22:2)...The general
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principle is that these are matters which depend upon the speaker's motivation. If the informant's intent in relating
to these matters is entirely to cause harm, that is lashon ha'ra. However, if his intent is to bring about benéfit to the
other person and to save him and to protect him — then it is a great mitzvah...unfortunately, | have seen many
times where someone witnesses another person trying to cause harm to someone — and he suppresses the
informantion and says "Why should | get involved in a matter which isn't my business...however, one needs to be
very careful about these and similar matters. Our Sages have said — when the permissibility depends on
motivations — it says, "And you should be afraid of your God."

Rabbi Moshe Sternbuch (born 1926 in London, lives in Jerusalem) is a major rabbinic figure in the Haredi rabbinic
court in Israel that impacts Orthodox Jewry around the world. (Thank you to Rabbi David Brofsky for this source
citation)

23. Teshuvot Ve'Hanhagot, Rabbi Moshe Sternbuch

We have merited the wonderful book of the Hafetz Haim on the laws of lashon ha'ra..and within the book, the
Hafetz Haim it appears that at times there is no prohibition to speak lashon ha'ra, rather there is a mitzvah to
speak, such as when one misleads his neighbor in business transactions, or one who borrowed money but did not
repay, or regarding marriage arrangements when a match which is not proper is offered and may lead to harm and
he refrains from telling his as he does not wish to speak poorly or to cause damage, he violates "that he not stand
idly by the blood of your neighbor" and it turns out that he is using the commandments of our Lord blessed be He,
in order to injure his friend when he was never commanded to do so...as well as the commandments of "and you
shall love your neighbor as yourself"...and | have warned about this many times and therefore one should be
careful to learn the laws of lashon ha-ra well and to know when it is prohibited and when it is permitted as
sometimes there is an obligation to tell, under certain conditions, as the Hafetz Haim himself explained.

Rabbi Shlomo Yosef Elyashiv (1910-2012, born in Lithuania, lived in Israel). Head of the Haredi-Lithuanian
Communities in Israel and the Diaspora. (Thank you to Rabbi David Brofsky for this source citation)

24. Rabbi Shilomo Yosef Elyashiv, Yeshurun 15 (2005)

"Thus, all this only permits informing the authorities in a situation in which it is clear that the person did in fact do
this deed and in this case there is in fact, an aspect of tikun olam or fixing the world. However, with regard to the
question of whether to permit where there is not even "legs" to the matter (i.e. reasonable cause to suspect
wrongdoing), but merely some vague suspicion, not only is there no tikun olam [fixing the world], but there is
destruction of the world in this case as it is possible that because of some student's grudge against a teacher, a
student may accuse the teacher or because of some baseless suspicion, a person could be placed in a situation in
which he is better off dead, though he is innocent of wrongdoing and | see no place to permit this"

What About Shidduchim and Lashon Hara????
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Regarding whether you must tell the man who may want to marry you [about
your sexual past, and not being a virgin] you must indeed tell him, but you don't
have to do so the first time that you meet- because at that stage it is not clear
that he wants you. In fact at that stage it would be forbidden to tell him. Only
after you are certain that he wants to marry you - when he has already told you
and spoken about the marriage arrangements - then you must tell him. [Explain
it to him this way:] It once happened when you were not thinking clearly and you
were not able to withstand the man seducing you, and you immediately regretted
your actions and were sorry that you had done this. [When he sees your sincerity]
he will understand from your words that he does not have to worry that this
would happen again if you were married to him. For he will see your qualities
and and will not regret his decision [to marry] because of what happened in your
past. He will recognize that you are a woman who observes the Torah and its
mitzvot, and he will believe that you will not countenance repeating this
behavior, and you will be a woman who is in the service of her husband as the
Torah mandates.

Regarding the writing of the Ketuvah, you need not tell the rabbi who is
officiating. Since the groom is signing the Ketuvah he is agreeing to the use of
the term "virgin" - and there is nothing else to be worried about. He will be
bound to the legal terms as if you were a virgin, even if in truth you are not, so
long as you did not mislead him....And I bless you that God will accept your
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repentance and that you will not stumble again with any transgression; that you
will follow the path of the Torah and build a fit and proper house in
Israel. [signed] Moshe Feintsein
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