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Convention

Saturday, April 30, 2022
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Welcome to the 
94th Annual 

Hawai‘i State 
PTSA 

Convention!

Today, you are reaffirming that you are an 
individual that will stop at nothing to ensure 
the best for all children. Together with the 
Hawai‘i State PTSA you support better 
education, more and better resources, and 
safer schools in the life of every child. Mahalo 
for attending today’s event and for all that 
you do for Hawai’i’s keiki throughout the year. 
From homework to recess, from friendships to 
family, a child’s development never stops, and 
neither will the Hawai‘i State PTSA!
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Special Message from 

Governor David Y. Ige 
In Recognition of 

94th Hawaiʻi State Parent Teacher      
Student Association Convention 

 

April 30, 2022 
 
On behalf of the people of Hawaiʻi, I extend a warm aloha to everyone gathered virtually 
today for the 94th Hawaiʻi State Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) Convention. 

Education is fundamentally important as it opens doors to a variety of opportunities and is 
critical in helping to shape a better society. Education helps develop human personality, 
thoughts, and character and is a driving force behind the success of our state, our nation 
and the world.  

Comprised of thousands of parents and individuals dedicated to working continuously to 
help improve the lives of children in Hawaiʻi, the Hawaiʻi State PTSA serves as a powerful 
voice for children, a relevant resource for parents and a strong advocate for public 
education. 

The pandemic presented many challenges for our community, and I commend all of you for 
rising above the challenges, for your resilience and continued dedication and hard work to 
improve the lives of children in Hawaiʻi.  

Mahalo to the organizers of this virtual convention. Best wishes to all participants as you 
share knowledge, celebrate achievements, and continue to inspire each other.  

 
 With warmest regards, 

 
  

 DAVID Y. IGE 
 Governor, State of Hawai‘i 
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2021-2022 
Hawai‘i State 

PTSA 
Executive Board 

Officers

President: Patti Rabacal

VP of Leadership: Marissa Baptista

VP of Legislation: Jessica Wong-Sumida

VP of Membership: Missy Hoesel

VP of Programs: Ann Olson

Treasurer: Sheri Fukushima

Secretary: Kellee Hearther
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2021-2022 
Hawai‘i State 

PTSA 
Region 

Directors

East Hawai'i: 
Cheryl Kiefer

West Hawai'i: 
Open

Maui: 
Liz Sager

Windward Oahu: 
Michelle 
Letchford

Honolulu:      
Kathy Driver

Central Oahu: 
Jodi Fujimoto

Leeward Oahu: 
Calvin Endo

Kauai:           
Malie Smith
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Convention 
Schedule

8:00AM - 9:30AM General Session I 

9:40AM – 10:30AM Workshop Sessions 1

10:40AM – 11:30AM Workshop Sessions 2

11:30AM - 12:45PM Lunch & Learn Demo

12:45PM – 1:25PM Workshop Sessions 3

1:35PM – 2:15PM Workshop Sessions 4

2:25PM – 3:05PM General Session II 

3:15PM – 3:55PM Workshop Sessions 5

4:00PM – 5:00PM Open Forum/Networking
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Keynote Speaker: 
Keith Hayashi, Interim Superintendent Hawai‘i DOE

Keith T. Hayashi was appointed interim superintendent of the Hawai‘i 
State Department of Education, effective Aug. 1, 2021. He will serve until 
the start date of a new superintendent to be appointed by the Board of 
Education.
Hayashi's 32-year career with the Department spans the school, complex 
area and state level. He has led Waipahu High School as principal since 
2009, a position for which he has received numerous awards, including 
Hawai‘i High School Principal of the Year and the collegiate Shirley B. 
Gordon Award of Distinction. He is credited with pioneering the Early 
College program in Hawai‘i public schools and earned the distinction for 
Waipahu High as the state's first nationally recognized wall-to-wall 
academy model school.
Hayashi began his education career at Lehua Elementary as a teacher and 
went on to serve as a district resource teacher in Leeward O‘ahu. He also 
served as a vice principal and principal at the elementary, middle and high 
school levels before becoming Pearl City-Waipahu Complex Area 
Superintendent. At the state level, he served as interim deputy state 
superintendent and as interim state superintendent in 
2017. Hayashi earned his bachelor's degree in elementary education from 
the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa. He also holds two Master of 
Education degrees — in curriculum and instruction, and educational 
administration — from UH Mānoa.
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Keynote Speaker: 
The Honorable Richard T. Bissen, Jr.

Richard T. Bissen Jr. (Rick) is a is a recently retired Second Circuit Court Judge, who uses 
his intelligence and his heart to serve, protect and preserve his community and home. 
He is a member of the Hale Mua cultural group, the Royal Order of Kamehameha I, 
Kahekili Chapter IV. 
He was a member of the Statewide Violence Against Women planning committee in 
the late 90's and has been an Instructor at the National Advocacy Center's Prosecutor's 
training facility on numerous occasions in Columbia, South Carolina. He produced a 
series of crime prevention videos and has been a speaker at schools, community 
organizations, conferences and conventions statewide on the Importance of Parenting. 
He has served as a member, director or officer with the Punana Leo O Maui Advisory 
Committee, Kamehameha Schools Maui Campus Advisory Committee, and the Pa'ia
Elementary School, Lihikai Elementary School and Kamehameha Schools Maui Campus 
Parent Teacher Associations. Additionally, he has served as the Acting Director of the 
Department of Public Safety, the Board of Directors for the Maui United Way, Maui 
Memorial Medical Center Regional Board of Directors, and Big Brothers and Big Sisters, 
Maui Chapter.
Rick was a founding member of the Maui Drug Court Program in 2000 and a past 
member of the Hawai'i Juvenile Justice State Advisory Committee from 2003-2011. He 
has served as vice president of a non-profit organization overseeing federal monies for 
a mentoring program designed for young Hawaiian men on Maui and on the Hui O 
Wa'a Kaulua board of Directors.
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WORKSHOP SESSION #1: 9:40AM - 10:30AM
• (Session 1A) Children’s Mental Health: Tips for Parents and Educators: This workshop will provide a brief overview of 

children’s mental health as we adjust to the new norms in face-to-face learning.  We will examine the effects of the 
pandemic on children’s well-being and provide resources for parents and educators to support children’s mental health 
within developmental expectations. Led by Leslie Baunach, SCSP, and Alec Marentic, NCSP. 

• (Session 1B) PTA Money Matters…the Foundation: This workshop will help you lay the foundation for your local unit’s 
financial success. Learn tips and resources to help PTA/PTSA treasurers and other board members gain a better 
understanding of the important requirements to keep your local unit on financial track and in good standing. Learn about 
budgeting, insurance and liability, handling money, reporting, conducting the annual audit process, and more. Led by Hawai‘i
State PTSA Board Member: Sheri Fukushima, Treasurer.

WORKSHOP OVERVIEW & INSTRUCTIONS: 
Please note that there are two workshops available for each session. 
Please go to the event confirmation email and access the Zoom virtual meeting links from there. 
You will have the option of selecting whichever workshop best fits your needs. 
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WORKSHOP SESSION #2: 10:40AM - 11:30AM
• (Session 2A) Transformative Family Engagement: PTA is all about engaging and empowering families to make every child’s 

potential a reality! Through concrete examples from PTAs and reflection on your current practices, you will learn how to use 
the “4 'I's” of transformative family engagement so that your PTA – and schools in your community – are treating every parent 
as a valued partner in their child’s education. Led by National PTA Board Members: Cindy Gerhardt.

• (Session 2B) Expand your Special Education (SPED) Knowledge: This workshop will equip parents with information on the 
Hawai’i Department of Education Special Education process and services in Hawai’i public schools. Find out more about the 
process in Hawaii for requesting special education services for a child, as well as how Hawai'i is addressing learning loss 
(especially from the pandemic) for special education students. This workshop will cover the difference between IEP vs 509, as
well as Accommodations vs Modifications, with examples in Hawai‘i. Led by Susan Rocco and Rosie Rowe.

WORKSHOP SESSION #3: 12:45PM - 1:25PM
• (Session 3A) Boost Your PTAs Relevancy with Advocacy:  In order to build a better education system of the future, parents 

need to be at the table and engaged in positive relationships with their schools, lawmakers, and communities. HawaiiKidsCAN
is a local non-profit organization that focuses on community innovation, student and parent engagement, and policy change. 
This session will cover the Advocacy 101 basics of organizing and mobilizing, an update on the 2022 legislative session, and 
some successful models for family engagement and support. Led by David Sun-Miyashiro, Founding Executive Director of 
HawaiiKidsCAN

• (Session 3B) PTA Taxes… Hammering Out Financial Obligations: Hammer out the details of PTA finances with this workshop 
covering advanced topics, such as IRS, Hawaii Department of Taxation, and Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 
(DCCA) obligations. Learn about the IRS 990 form, General Excise Tax (GET) filing, and DCCA filings. This workshop will ensure 
that your PTA protects its non-profit status and fulfills its legal responsibilities. Led by Hawai‘i State PTSA Board Member: Patti 
Rabacal, President.
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WORKSHOP SESSION #4: 1:35PM - 2:15PM
• (Session 4A) Building the Foundations of Aloha: Join us and explore concepts of ALOHA (Akahai, Lōkahi, ʻOluʻolu, Haʻahaʻa, and 

Ahonui) as shared in the wisdom of Uncle Pono Shim and Auntie Pilahi Paki. In this session, we will share the deeper meaning of 
ALOHA, and why it is important for all of us -- parents, teachers, students, community supporters -- to develop a foundation of 
ALOHA upon which to build a meaningful community here in Hawaiʻi and beyond. We will share about the free, online 
Foundation of ALOHA program that offers families and educators opportunities for social connection, creative outlets, and 
Hawaiʻi values-based lessons to support our journey to return our homes, schools, and selves to centers for learning and 
healing, as well as other options for getting involved in family-friendly, local healing efforts that benefit land, sea, sky and
people across Hawaiʻi. Led by Miki Tomita and Hye Jung Kim Tano from Education Incubator.

• (Session 4B) Bylaws…the Framework of your PTA: How familiar are you with your local unit’s bylaws? This important living 
document is designed to provide the structure and define the specific rules under which PTA functions. Bylaws provide the 
framework for a smooth-running association. In addition to gaining a better understanding of bylaws, this workshop will also 
cover the process to review and amend local unit bylaws. Led by Liz Sager, Hawai‘i State PTSA Past President.

WORKSHOP SESSION #5: 3:15PM – 3:55PM
• (Session 5A) Building Your Team/Membership Matters:  Learn how building a relevant and modern PTA, attracts new and 

diverse members, engages volunteers, and meets community needs. Discuss simple yet powerful membership recruitment and 
retention ideas that have been proven to work when trying to embrace today’s families. Keep your PTA units strong and viable 
by retaining the members you have worked hard to recruit and by attracting new members. Workshop attendees will also hear 
from a panel of local unit leaders sharing membership successes. Led by Liz Sager, Hawai‘i State PTSA Past President.

• (Session 5B) Saving, Planning, Are you ready for College, Financially?: The cost of college can be daunting, and many families 
are not prepared for these expenses. This workshop will review options for parent and student. No matter your age, income 
level, or what your current funds are, college CAN be in your future. There are options, programs, support, and lifestyle changes 
that can help. This workshop will review different types of saving programs to get you started, increase the funds you already 
have, and options if saving is too late. Above all, this session will cover lifestyle changes that will help you think saving isn’t as 
hard as you think. It will save you money and time and hopefully provide a new perspective on the idea of saving. Led by Ashley 
Brodeur, Branch Manager, Central Pacific Bank.
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Hawai‘i State 
PTSA 2021 – 2022 

Annual 
Membership 

Awards

Highest Growth & Recruitment
Moanalua High School PTSA

Highest Percentage Membership Increase
Koloa Elementary School PTSA

Increased (10%+) Membership Growth & Recruitment
Aikahi PTA

Ernest B. DeSilva PTA
Highlands Intermediate School PTSA

Kaimuki High School PTA
Kainalu PTA

Kalihi-Waena PTA
Keaau Middle PTSA

Kekaha Elementary PTA
Kihei Elementary School PTSA
Lahainaluna High School PTSA

Makalapa Elementary PTA
Makawao PTA

Moanalua High School PTSA
Mountain View Elementary School PTSA

Noelani PTA
Princess Nahi'ena'ena PTA
Waiakea High School PTSA

Waiakeawaena PTA 
Wilcox Elementary PTA
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Reflections 
Winners: 
Primary 

(Grades K-2)

1st Visual Arts Kaizen Kami Waiakeawaena PTA
2nd Visual Arts Wells Szabo Hwang Pomaika'I PTSA
3rd Visual Arts Aria Alviedo Pomaika'I PTSA

1st Literature Asha Singh Kalaheo Elementary School PTSA

1st Music Composition Ramses Lawson Kalaheo Elementary School PTSA
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Reflections 
Winners: 

Intermediate 
(Grades 3-5)

1st Visual Arts Case Shiroma Waiakeawaena PTSA
2nd Visual Arts Mason Collo-Orozco Pomaika'i PTSA
3rd Visual Arts Ella Kalauawa Kalaheo Elementary School PTSA

1st Photography Raine Kaneko Waiakeawaena PTSA
2nd Photography Maya Kleypas Kalaheo Elementary School PTSA
3rd Photography Jeremy Fujii Waiakeawaena PTSA

1st Literature Lucile Millard Kalaheo Elementary School PTSA
2nd Literature Deanna Lee Rodrigues Pomaika'i PTSA
3rd Literature Rilyn Hansen-Capitano Pomaika'i PTSA

1st Music Composition Kate Edwards Koloa School PTA
2nd Music Composition Damien Balinbin Pomaika'i PTSA

3rd Music Composition Rilyn Hansen-Capitano Pomaika'i PTSA

1st Dance Choreography Rynlie Hansen-Capitano Pomaika'i PTSA
2nd Dance Choreography Rilyn Hansen-Capitano Pomaika'i PTSA

1st Film Production Lucile Milard Kalaheo Elementary School PTSA
2nd Film Production Maya Raine Kalaheo Elementary School PTSA
3rd Film Production Rilyn Hansen-Capitano Pomaika'i PTSA
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Reflections 
Winners: 
Middle 
School 

(Grades 6-8)

1st Visual Arts Lia Sorenson Highlands Intermediate School PTSA
2nd Visual Arts Lia Sorenson Highlands Intermediate School PTSA
3rd Visual Arts Kacie Nakasone Kawanakoa Middle School PTSA

1st Photography Nelliana Taase-Sauafea Kawanakoa Middle School PTSA
2nd Photography Alexandrea Escalante Keaau Middle School PTSA

1st Literature Rhys Wong Kawanakoa Middle School PTSA
2nd Literature Justin Chung Kawanakoa Middle School PTSA
3rd Literature Bella Cutter Kawanakoa Middle School PTSA
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Reflections 
Winners: High 

School 
(Grades 9-12)

1st Visual Arts Kyle Justo Pearl City High School PTSA

2nd Visual Arts Jadelyn Fujii Lahainaluna High School PTSA

3rd Visual Arts Makayla Brandy Lahainaluna High School PTSA

1st Photography Jordyn Tagudan Friends of Kaiser High School PTSA

2nd Photography Lauren Jose Moanalua High School PTSA

3rd Photography Evan Kawasaki Friends of Kaiser High School PTSA

1st Literature Luke Bender Friends of Kaiser High School PTSA

2nd Literature Ethan Yang Friends of Kaiser High School PTSA

3rd Literature Moana Glassco Friends of Kaiser High School PTSA

1st Music Composition Dylan Sukhabut Friends of Kaiser High School PTSA

2nd Music Composition Trevor Hyun Friends of Kaiser High School PTSA

3rd Music Composition Jhiro Federik Calso Keaau High School PTSA

1st Dance Choreography Sara Brekke Moanalua High School PTSA

2nd Dance Choreography Kiryn Horle Moanalua High School PTSA

3rd Dance Choreography Xiaonan "Tiffany" Trinh Moanalua High School PTSA

1st Film Production Vivienne Hill Friends of Kaiser High School PTSA

2nd Film Production Taina Luhia Friends of Kaiser High School PTSA

3rd Film Production Trevor Takeno Moanalua High School PTSA

1st Special Artist Hailey Parker Friends of Kaiser High School PTSA

2nd Special Artist Eugene Ham Friends of Kaiser High School PTSA
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2022 Slate of Nominees & Candidate Bios
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Mahalo to our Middle School Level Sponsor!

And a big thank you to this year’s keynote speakers, workshop 
presenters, and everyone who helped make this event possible!
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Mahalo to our Convention Advertiser!
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Mahalo for attending our Virtual Hawai’i State PTSA 
Convention! We appreciate your time and 

commitment to Hawai’i’s keiki. We look forward to 
working with you in the upcoming year. 

Hawai’i State PTSA, PO Box 459, Pearl City, HI 96782; www.hawaiistateptsa.org
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