MHA Post Conference Tour: Joseph Smith’s History
Details
Sunday, June 11, 2023

Guides: Jenny Lund (801) 440-2958
	 Mark Staker (801) 750-4047

Family Tour Liaison: 
            Barbara Brown (801) 808-2064     


8:00 a.m.	Depart Hyatt Regency Rochester to drive to Sacred Grove (40 minutes)
· Welcome and tour housekeeping 
· Introductions of tour guides 
· The development of historic sites in upstate New York 

8:45 a.m.	Arrive at the Sacred Grove

9:00 a.m.	MHA Devotional

10:15 a.m.	Tour of Smith Family Farm
· 10:15 -- Meet at the Welcome Center to begin tour and view archaeological exhibit.
· 10:25 -- Log Home discussion outside and then walk through the home. Topics include:
· Archaeology and log home 
· Smith Family and daily life 
· First Vision 
· Introduce Moroni visits 
· Hyrum Smith period of occupation 
· 10:45 – Walk to apple orchard
· Moroni Visits 
· 10:55 – Walk to and tour of Frame Home
· Restoration of the home 
· Bringing Emma home to the farm 
· Receiving and protecting the plates 
· Layout of a typical farm and outbuildings 
· 11:15 – Walk back to the Welcome Center and load the bus
· Remind people to use the restroom before leaving

11:30 a.m.	Drive to Palmyra via the Hill Cumorah (20 minutes)
· Smith family neighborhood 
· Smith farm boundaries and relation to drumlin and Sharp Hill (Mark)
· Rockwell family 
· Hill Cumorah
· Native American trails and spiritual significance to Seneca 
· Appearance of the Hill in 1823 
· Rehabilitation project 
· Canandaigua Road as a Native American route 

11:50 p.m.	Driving tour of Palmyra (15 minutes)
· Site of Smith’s earliest home on Main Street 
· Harris homes 
· Erie Canal 

12:05 p.m. 	Drive to Hydesville (15 minutes)
· Background on the burned over district, the Fox sisters and the rise of Spiritualism, Latter-day Saint connections to Spiritualism (Jenny)

12:20 p.m.	Hydesville Memorial Park 
· Tour of the foundations of Fox Sisters’ home
· Lunches will be delivered to the bus at Hydesville to eat on the bus

12:50 p.m.	Leave for the Whitmer Farm (36-minute drive)
· Finger Lakes region geography and climate 
· Smith’s residence at Waterloo, Branch, and move to Kirtland 
· Seneca Falls and the women’s rights movement 

1:25 p.m.	Tour of Whitmer Farm at Fayette (1 hour 20 minutes here)
· Miller family, original settlers of the farm, and layout 
· Whitmer’s background as Pennsylvania Germans, Mennonites, and as part of the River Brethren religious movement 
· Whitmer family (who, professions, marriages, etc.) 
· Book of Mormon Translation 
· Three Witnesses Experience 
· Organization of the Church and subsequent conferences 
· Archaeology at the site 
· Remind everyone to use the restrooms before getting on the bus

2:45 p.m.	Drive to South Bainbridge (2 hrs. 10 min.)
· Answer questions
· Give people some downtime to relax
· Joseph’s work for Josiah Stowell 
· Joseph Knight family 

4:50 p.m.	Arrive at Josiah Stowell Home at South Bainbridge 
· Emma and Joseph’s courtship and marriage 

5:00 p.m.	Arrive at Joseph Knight home at Afton
· Tour Knight home 
5:30 p.m.	Depart for Binghamton
· Additional background on the Knight family 
· Answer questions

6:00 p.m.	Dinner at Olive Garden/Red Lobster in Vestal 
		No host dinner.

7:30 p.m.	Drive to Binghamton Hampton Inn/Johnson City and check in


Monday, June 12, 2023

Guests are encouraged to eat breakfast on site before departure. 

8:15 a.m.	Drive from Binghamton to Priesthood Restoration Site (about 40 minutes)
· History of the Priesthood Restoration Site 
· Understanding the baptism site 

8:55 a.m.	Arrive at the Priesthood Restoration Site in Oakland Township
· 9:10 -- Hale Home
· Isaac and Elizabeth Hale family 
· Hale home restoration and archaeology 
· Joseph and Emma live with the Hales 
· 9:35-- Smith Home
· Joseph and Emma purchase 13-acre farm from Isaac Hale 
· Translation of the Book of Mormon & Scribes 
· Birth and death of the Smith’s first child 
· 10: 00 – Cemetery 
· 10:15 – Return to the bus
· Remind people to use restroom 
· 10: 35 – Drive to the baptismal site
· Baptisms 

11:00 a.m.	Depart for Binghamton (about 30 minutes)
· Circulate Spiedie’s menus on the bus 
· A spiedie is a sandwich of marinated meat in a long bread roll. Spiedie is derived from the Italian word for spit. The sandwich was brought to upstate New York in the 1920s by Italian immigrants and became a classic of local cuisine. 

11:30 a.m.	Eat lunch at Spiedie & Rib Pit (1274 Upper Front Street, Binghamton)
		No host lunch

12:30 p.m.	Depart Binghamton (2 ½ hour drive to Rochester Airport)

3:15 p.m. 	Arrive at Rochester Airport

3:30 p.m.	Depart Rochester Airport and return to Hyatt Regency Rochester

3:45 p.m.	Arrive Hyatt Regency Rochester


