MHA Post Conference Tour: Joseph Smith’s History
Sunday, June 11, 2023

Guides: Jenny Lund (801) 440-2958
	 Mark Staker (801) 750-4047

Family Tour Liaison: 
            Barbara Brown (801) 808-2064     
	       

8:00 a.m.	Depart Hyatt Regency Rochester to drive to Sacred Grove (40 minutes)
		(843 Stafford Rd, Palmyra, NY 14522)

8:45 a.m.	Arrive at the Sacred Grove

9:00 a.m.	MHA Devotional

10:15 a.m.	Tour of Smith Family Farm
· 10:15 -- Meet at the Welcome Center to begin tour and view archaeological exhibit.
· 10:25 -- Log Home discussion outside and then walk through the home. Topics include:
· Archaeology and log home 
· Smith Family and daily life 
· First Vision 
· Introduce Moroni visits 
· Hyrum Smith period of occupation 
· 10:45 – Walk to apple orchard
· Moroni Visits 
· 10:55 – Walk to and tour of Frame Home
· Restoration of the home 
· Bringing Emma home to the farm 
· Receiving and protecting the plates 
· Layout of a typical farm and outbuildings 
· 11:15 – Walk back to the Welcome Center and load the bus
· Remind people to use the restroom before leaving

11:30 a.m.	Drive to Hydesville Memorial Park (15-minute drive)
		(1510 Hydesville Road, Newark, NY 14513)

· Guest on the Family Tour are recommended to pick up lunch, 30-minute   break. Lunch will be catered for on-bus guests & eaten on bus. 

                         The Beginning of American Spiritualism 
· The Spiritualist movement began in a small, rented farmhouse in 1848 in Hydesville, New York, when the Fox family heard unusual noises or “rappings” in their home. Maggie and Katie Fox, the two youngest sisters, were soon joined by their elder sister Leah in speaking to the dead through the rappings. Their claims created a sensation, leading to performances or seances to small and large crowds in Rochester, New York City, and New England. The Spiritualist movement spread quickly in the United States and England. In 1888, Maggie, supported by Katie, publicly disavowed the rappings, insisting that they began as a hoax created by popping or cracking their toe joints against walls or floorboards to amplify the sounds. Committed Spiritualists dismissed the sisters’ claims of a hoax because Maggie was paid handsomely for her public disavowal, and insist to this day that their experiences were real. For a summary of the experiences of the Fox sisters and the beginnings of Spiritualism, see: https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-fox-sisters-and-the-rap-on-spiritualism-99663697/


12:20 p.m.	Hydesville Memorial Park 
		Tour of the foundations of Fox Sisters’ home

12:50 p.m.	Leave for the Whitmer Farm (36-minute drive)

1:25 p.m.	Tour of Whitmer Farm at Fayette (1 hour 20 minutes here)
		(1451 Aunkst Rd, Waterloo, NY 13165)
· Miller family, original settlers of the farm, and its layout 
· Whitmer’s background as Pennsylvania Germans, Mennonites, and as part of the River Brethren religious movement 
· Whitmer family (who, professions, marriages, etc.) 
· Book of Mormon Translation 
· Three Witnesses Experience 
· Eight Witnesses Experience (with Whitmer family members at Palmyra)
· Organization of the Church and subsequent conferences 
· Archaeology at the site 
· Remind everyone to use the restrooms before getting on the bus

2:45 p.m.	Drive to South Bainbridge (2 hrs. 10 min.)


4:50 p.m.	Drive by the Josiah Stowell Home at South Bainbridge 
		(323 NY-7, Afton, NY 13730)
· Joseph Smith saw the Josiah and Miriam Stowell home and farmstead in his stone and described them in detail before ever visiting the site. He later came and lived in the Stowell home for a while. Josiah Stowell and Joseph Knight traveled the countryside buying wheat and other grains that were ground into flour by the Knights and shipped down the Susquehanna River where they made their way to European markets. Josiah saw a corner of the golden plates when the cover hiding them slipped a little and he and Miriam played an important role in helping Joseph marry Emma Hale.
https://ensignpeakfoundation.org/josiah-stowell-home-chenango-county-new-york/


5:00 p.m.	Arrive at Joseph Knight home at Afton
		(1963 E Windsor Rd, Nineveh, NY 13813)
· Tour Knight home 
· The family of Joseph and Polly Knight were some of the earliest and most devoted followers of Joseph Smith. Joseph Knight hired the young Joseph Smith as a farm laborer, encouraged his courtship of Emma Hale, provided financial support during the translation of the Book of Mormon, and was present when Joseph and Emma went to retrieve the gold plates. Their large family of married children, grandchildren, siblings, and nieces and nephews were among the earliest converts and formed the nucleus of the Colesville Branch. They also provided four important early reminiscences of the Restoration.
· If you’d like to visit the location of Judge Zachariah Tarbell’s home where Joseph and Emma were married, the site is nearby. It is now part of the Afton Fairgrounds and the home is missing. But you’ll find the blue and gold state historic marker beside the road that identifies it as the site of Joseph Smith and “Emily Hale’s” marriage. The home stood about 150 east of the sign. The address of the site is: 46 E. Main Street, Afton, NY 13730. Not a part of the official tour. 

5:30 p.m.	Depart for Binghamton

6:00 p.m.	Dinner at Olive Garden/Red Lobster in Vestal 
		(1112 Vestal Pkwy E, Vestal, NY 13850)
		
		No host dinner.

7:30 p.m.	Drive to Binghamton Hampton Inn/Johnson City and check in
		(230 Field Street Johnson City, 13790)
		
Family Tour Guests are responsible for booking their own accommodations and arriving at the Hampton Inn on Monday, promptly at 8am. On bus guest accommodations are included. 


Monday, June 12, 2023

8:15 a.m.	Drive from Binghamton to Priesthood Restoration Site (about 40 minutes)
		(27832 PA-171, Susquehanna, PA 18847)

8:55 a.m.	Arrive at the Priesthood Restoration Site in Oakland Township
· 9:10 -- Hale Home
· Isaac and Elizabeth Hale family 
· Hale home restoration and archaeology 
· Joseph and Emma live with the Hales 
· 9:35-- Smith Home
· Joseph and Emma purchase 13-acre farm from Isaac Hale 
· Translation of the Book of Mormon & Scribes 
· Birth and death of the Smith’s first child 
· 10: 00 – Cemetery 
· 10:15 – Return to the bus
· Remind people to use restroom 
· 10: 35 – Drive to the baptismal site
· Baptisms 

11:00 a.m.	Return to Rochester Joseph A. Floreano Riverside Convention Center (125 E Main St, Rochester, NY 14604) 
                        

