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I came across an article about the 10 major challenges facing public 
schools.  The author Grace Chen concludes:

“There are many problems in public schools today, but identifying 
those issues is half the battle.  

With a laundry list of challenges to face, now is the time for 
educators, parents and lawmakers to come together and begin to 
find solutions – for the benefit of all students in public schools 
today.”

I had to smile, and wonder is she had ever heard of the PTA!
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Recognition is a key factor in any successful 
business/organization as well as a key factor 
in retaining quality volunteers. Awards and 
recognition are a necessary priority in PTA at 
all levels. You will find that awards and
recognition will provide your PTA with many 
great benefits.
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Purpose: The Utah PTA Awards 
Program is designed to offer greater 
opportunities for recognizing those 
who devote their time and energy on 
behalf of children.
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Utah PTA Advocacy Award
This award is given to a 
LOCAL PTA or Individual for 
excellence in their efforts to 
support and speak on behalf of 
children and youth.
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Utah PTA Development Award
This award is given to a LOCAL PTA for 
excellence in program and/or leadership 
development. This award is encouraged for 
programs in schools that are in the first five (5) 
years of their program – developing and
improving the program. Remember this is for a 
program, not an individual.
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Utah PTA Engagement Award
This award is given to a Local PTA 
for excellence in the area of 
engagement. This can include 
engaging the community, 
businesses, faculty, parents, etc. 
Remember this is for a program, not 
an individual.
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Utah PTA Outstanding 
Elementary Educator

This award recognizes a professional educator 
currently working with students in grades preschool 
to 5th or 6th Grade (depending if 6th Grade is in 
your elementary or secondary school). State winners 
will be selected based on their relationship with 
students, parents, PTA and the community.
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Utah PTA Outstanding Secondary 
Educator

This award recognizes a professional educator 
currently working with students in grades 5th 
or 6th grade (depending if 6th grade is in your 
elementary or secondary school) to 12th Grade. 
State winners will be selected based on their 
relationship with students, parents, PTA and 
the community.
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Utah PTA Outstanding School 
Administrator Award

To recognize an outstanding school 
administrator currently working with 
students on an elementary or secondary 
level. This can include assistant 
principals.
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Utah PTA Outstanding Support Staff
This award recognizes any school support staff 
(custodians, secretaries, lunchroom staff, bus 
drivers, aides, etc.) currently working in schools in 
grades preschool to 12th Grade. State winners will 
be selected based on their relationship with 
students, parents, PTA and the community.
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Utah PTA Outstanding Volunteer 
Award

This award is given to a volunteer who 
renders volunteer service to children through 
the education system and is making a 
positive difference. Nominees will be 
considered on the basis of quality of 
volunteer commitment.
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Utah PTA Spirit of Inclusivity
This award recognizes an outstanding PTA/Individual who 
has organized an inclusivity event/activity using
the PTA National Standards for Family School Partnerships. 
Examples: Welcoming families into the school
community, communicating effectively, supporting student 
success, speaking up for every child, sharing
power and collaborating with community, involving minority 
parents in PTA. If an individual, they must be a
member of the PTA and exemplify the PTA Purpose and 
Mission.
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Utah PTA Spirit of PTA Award
This award recognizes an outstanding 
volunteer who has given consistent and 
outstanding service through PTA. This 
person must be a member of the PTA 
and exemplify the PTA Purposes and 
Mission.
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National PTA Awards
Be sure to check the National PTA 
Website (www.pta.org) to apply for 
National PTA Awards.
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Local PTA
Local PTAs will submit award nominations online at 
www.utahpta.org/utah-pta-awards. Local PTAs should
honor local winners. Conducting a local awards 
program is optional, but we have found that local PTAs
who also conduct their own awards 
program/recognition for the awards that were selected 
to be written and submitted to Council add additional 
meaning to the process. This allows you to honor 
awards recipients within the school and community 
who selected them.
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Council PTA
Councils will select winners in each award 
category. Councils should honor Council 
winners. The Council winners will be advanced 
to the Region where region level winners will be 
selected. Regions will determine the number of 
Council winners that can be sent onto the 
Region level.
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Region PTA 
Regions will select ONE (1) 
WINNER in each of the award 
categories to advance to State (for 
larger Regions with Associate 
Directors they can select one 
additional winner per associate in 
each category).
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She advocates for children and families everywhere by putting together and supporting 
Parent Nights, consistently driving efforts for child safety, encouraging parents to 
participate in school events and volunteer opportunities, and exemplifying raised 
standards of home life in her own home. She does what she can to “make every child’s 
potential a reality” as she communicates with families and communities when 
opportunities to advocate for children are available. She created an amazing Instagram 
page flooded with information to improve homes, education, and overall culture of our 
student’s environment.
Nikki created an incredible Kindness Program (Hawkeyes on Kindness) that has definitely 
enhanced the lives of all who have been involved! Each month students turn in tickets for 
other students who they catch “being Kind” and at the end of the month all tickets go 
into a drawing for awesome prizes. Students start being kind because they want to win a 
prize but end up being kind because they feel the difference when they are.
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Q: How does a school choose who to nominate for the 
awards?
A: There are a few different factors that you will want to 
take into consideration.
The first one is, do you have someone that is willing to 
write the award(s)?
If you have more than one (1) name submitted for a 
specific category, then it is best to discuss the
names among your board and make a decision together.
Take into consideration the details of the person or 
program. 
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Q: Who can write the awards?
A: Anyone can. If you have an awards chair, it is great to 
start with them and see which ones they would like
to write. It is always best to have someone who knows 
the program or the individual well. They are able to
put a lot of details and specifics in the award. There 
might be someone who just reaches out to the PTA and
asks if there is a certain type of an award to nominate 
someone they think is doing great things. If you don’t
have anyone entered for that specific award it is a great 
way to get others involved.
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Q: What things are required?
A: Each award has selection criteria and 
technical requirements associated with it which 
have to be met for the award to be judged and 
continue on. It is very important that these are 
carefully read and followed so that every award 
in a specific category has the ability to be 
judged equally.
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Q: What things are you looking for when judging the 
awards?
A: Everything that is listed on the award application has 
points when being judged. It is encouraged to cover
all of the different points that are on the award. It 
should be more of a natural thing when writing the
award, because overall the people and programs you are 
writing about have all of the things that the award
is looking for. It is important to note that only one (1) 
supplementary item is required to continue on and
to be judged, but up to three (3) supplementary pages 
will have a possibility for points.



Awards



Awards



Awards



Awards



Awards

Question and 
Answers
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Follow Utah PTA

Facebook
Groups  you can join:

• Utah PTA Advocacy

• Utah PTA Super Secondary

• Utah PTA Excellent Elementary

• Utah PTA Treasurers

• Utah PTA Reflections

• Utah School Community Councils

Twitter

Pinterest

YouTube

Instagram

Utah PTA One Voice App



Sponsors


