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The Commission on Accreditation  

q 32-member body representing broad constituencies; accredits doctoral, 
internship, and postdoctoral residency programs in health service psychology. 

q Reviews for consistency with the Standards of Accreditation in Health Service 
Psychology (SoA; HSP); sets policies and procedures for accreditation.

q As of November 20, 2019, 1,201 programs in HSP were accredited. 
Ø 395 Doctoral Programs 

Ø 240 Clinical
Ø 73 Counseling 
Ø 68 School
Ø 14 Combined

Ø 642 Internship Programs
Ø 164 Postdoctoral Residency Programs 

Ø 93 Clinical, 38 Neuropsychology, 13 Clinical Health, 7 Clinical Child,
9 Rehabilitation, 3 Geropsychology and 1 Forensic



Call for Site Visitors

q There is a need for a robust cadre of site visitors (SV), including generalist 
visitors, and HSPs at all levels of education and training. 

q SV are vital to the accreditation process and benefits the profession.

qUpcoming site visitor workshops are listed on the Commission’s website. Those 
completing site visit training receive 7.5 CE credits. 

qCompleting a SV and submitting required materials awards 25 Continuing 
Education (CE) credits (25 CE hours for completion of 1 visit per year).

qOther methods of recognition are being explored and implemented – these 
include letters of recognition, which are now being sent to all SV. 

q For more information on site visitor training or service, please contact the 
Office of Program Consultation and Accreditation (202.336.5979).

http://www.apa.org/ed/accreditation/visits/visitors/workshops.aspx


Public Disclosure of CoA Decisions 
(Accreditation Operating Procedures, § 5)

Implementing Regulations

MA Accreditation

Current Information and Future 
Directions



Disclosure of CoA Decisions*

u Modifications to AOP (§ 5) – inclusion of deferrals in 
Executive Summary and reporting requirements in 
Program Search Tool
u CoA decisions including accreditation actions, 

deferrals, and adverse actions, and a list of any 
standards to which a program is required to respond, 
will be disclosed in the directory of accredited 
programs on the accreditation website. (AOP, § 5) 

6

*Note: Changes made to comply with recognition standards.



Executive Summary

u At its DATE meeting, the APA Commission on Accreditation 
(CoA) reviewed the (degree level, substantive area and type) 
program at (institution and location). The CoA had concerns 
about the program that in CoA’s professional judgment could 
result in a decision to place the accredited program on 
probation. In accord with the Accreditation Operating 
Procedures (AOP), the Commission has deferred its final decision, 
and has given written notice to the program of the CoA 
concerns. The program is provided an opportunity to 
supplement its record before a decision is made by providing a 
written response to show cause why a probation decision should 
not be reached. The program is to submit additional information 
as noted in the standards listed below and is scheduled for 
review at the (DATE) meeting.
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Implementing Regulations of Interest

Doctoral Internship Postdoctoral

Consortium IR C- 28 I IR C-24 P

Diversity IR C-21 D IR C-19 I IR C-6 P

Trainee Admissions, Support, and Outcome 
Data – Employment Status 

IR C-27 I IR C-23 P

Interim Reporting IR D-4.8 (a) IR D-4.8 (b) IR D-4.8 (c)

Profession Wide Competencies IR C-9 P

Expected Internship Placements for Students 
in Accredited Doctoral Programs

IR C-17 D



MA Accreditation

u APA is pursuing accrediting programs in HSP at the 
Master’s degree level

u CoA is preparing accreditation standards
u When prepared, these standards will be presented 

through the public comment process 

u When developed will be submitted for APA CoR
approval

u CoA will examine structure and processes of the 
accrediting body prior to standard adoption and 
implementation of program review
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u Recruitment and Retention Efforts 

Focused on Diversity

u Proximal and Distal Data 

u Supervision  

u These were reported on last year 

and have been included here if 

there are questions about them.

Common 
Reasons 
Programs 
Receive 

Reporting 
Requirements



QUESTIONS?



OPCA Contact Information 

u Office of Program Consultation and Accreditation 
750 First Street, NE 

Washington, DC 20002-4242
u Telephone: (202) 336-5979 

u apaaccred@apa.org (General Questions) 
aro@apa.org (Annual Report Online only)


