NEXT STEPS AUDITIONS 2019

[bookmark: _GoBack]Are you a graduating senior actor? This audition opportunity is for you!

Region 3 is pleased to announce the launch of our new professional and academic audition program, NEXT STEPS. This is your chance to make a first impression and pave the way for connections that could determine your future. You’ll sharpen your audition skills, get a head start on your headshot and resume preparation and receive feedback on your audition. 

How does NEXT STEPS work? 
You’ll have 3 minutes to present your best material to casting directors and artistic representatives of Equity and Non-Equity theatre companies from major cities like Chicago and Milwaukee, various casting agencies, potential summer employers and graduate schools in our region. 

When are auditions? 	Thursday, Jan. 10
10:00–12:30 - Professional auditions (without music). 
1:00–3:00 - Professional auditions (with music).
3 – 6 p.m. – Potential Callbacks.

Where are the auditions?
· Vilas Hall on the UW-Madison Campus at 821 University Avenue
· Rooms 1153 and 1132

How do I participate? 
Registration is now open. Space is limited, and slots are offered on a first come, first served basis. 

1. Register for the Region 3 Festival at Eventleaf.com (if you haven’t already).
2. Apply by email to NEXT STEPS Coordinator Kymberly Mellen at: Region3NextSteps@gmail.com. 

Include the following:
· Your name
· Your year in school
· Name of your university
· Whether or not you are singing and will need an accompanist
· A single PDF attachment of your headshot and resume prepared for download (see instructions below)

3. Prepare your audition (see guidelines below)

Who will I be auditioning for? 
Theatre companies and agencies currently confirmed: (check back for updates!)
· Carey Cannon, American Players Theater, WI 
· Doug Scholz-Carlson, Great River Shakespeare, MN 
· Theatre Agents from Stewart Talent Agency, Chicago 
· Kyle Mundil-Dye of Big Mouth Talent Agency, Chicago
· Cree Rankin of 3C Theatre Partners, Chicago
· Laura Alcala Baker of Victory Gardens Theatre, Chicago
· Noelle Humbert of Gray Talent Group, Chicago
· Claire Simon of Claire Simon Casting, Chicago


What’s it cost? 
A $10 application fee, payable by credit card, check or cash, when you check-in for your audition. This fee helps cover the cost of guest stipends, facility access, and related expenses.

 How do I prepare my headshot and resume?
To convert a Word file to a PDF in Microsoft Office for Windows:
· Open a file in an Office application.
· Under the Save As options, click Create PDF.
· Click OK, name the PDF file, and save it in a desired location.

To combine and merge files into one PDF
· Save Resume as PDF document first.
· Within Acrobat, click on the Tools menu and select Combine Files.
· Click Combine Files, and then click Add Files to select the files you want to include in your PDF.
· Click, drag, and drop to reorder the files and pages. Double-click on a file to expand and rearrange individual pages. 
· Press the Delete key to remove unwanted content.
· When finished arranging files, click Combine Files.
· Click the Save button.

How will I be notified that my audition is scheduled?
You will be notified via email of your audition/interview times and locations. There will also be a posting at registration when you arrive for check-in at the festival. 

Scheduling conflicts / Need to cancel? 
Please contact Kymberly Mellen at Region3NextSteps@gmail.com.

AUDITION GUIDELINES

Prepare 2 minutes of material for your audition; we strongly suggest 2 contrasting monologues with one in heightened language or a monologue and a song.
· If you are interested in agency representation, one monologue choice should reflect the film genre and skill set.  
· Singers, provide sheet music with cuttings clearly marked and be able to explain your cutting to the accompanist in very concise terms.
· Arrive at least 15 minutes prior to your audition block.
· Attend the professional response immediately following your audition to get feedback on your work.
· Bring 10 to 15 hard copy headshot and resumes in case of callbacks that afternoon.

What about theatre tech and administration? 
Theatre Tech and Administrative students, we look forward to creating a similar professional linkage program for you in the future.





Agency/Casting Director Requests form letter:

Hello, 

My name is Kymberly Mellen.  I’m an actor and director in the Chicago and Milwaukee area and Head of Acting at The University of Wisconsin, Whitewater. 

I’m also delighted to serve as the program coordinator for a brand-new audition program at the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Region III in January. 

I’m contacting you today to invite you review the brightest and the best talent from Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana and Michigan for our first annual NEXT STEPS Auditions at our Region 3 Festival Jan. 7, 2019, in Madison, Wisc. 

This annual festival draws thousands of talented young theatre artists from across our region for five days of performing, auditioning, workshops and more. Many students go on to the national festival at the Kennedy Center next April. (To learn more about this national program recognizing university student theatrical excellence: http://kcactf3.org/about.htm.)

How does the NEXT STEPS audition program work? 
High school senior participants will each have 2 minutes to present their best material to casting directors and artistic representatives of Equity and Non-Equity theatre companies, casting agencies and potential summer employers, as well as graduate schools in our region. 

We would very much like you to participate!

You’re invited to send a representative from your organization to KCACTF to audition potential actors. Each organization will receive $125 stipend for gas/travel/meals. 

When: Thursday, Jan. 10, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m with callbacks by invitation from 3 to 6 p.m. if you desire.

Location: The Madison Concourse Hotel, 1 West Dayton Street, Madison, Wisconsin.

What’s in it for your organization?
The opportunity to screen graduating seniors several months ahead of their official university graduation provides a casting and recruitment edge. Most actors attending the KCACTF Festival have been nominated to participate as a result of a superior performance in university productions, so a talent filter has already been applied with the cream of the crop in attendance. This consolidated talent base will be worth your time and effort.

Please reply at your earliest convenience.

Much thanks, 

Kymberly Mellen
Head of Acting
Department of Theatre/Dance
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater
Email: mellenk@uww.edu
c:(312) 504-0304

Next Steps Program Coordinator
KCACTF, Region III


