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Welcome!

Thank you for participating in the 2023 Nevada Trust Conference. Nevada has a 
unique trust and wealth management environment, and Las Vegs is the perfect place 
to gather, learn the ins and outs, and separate myth from fact- all with the intention of 
enhancing participants’ ability to provide the best advise for their clients trust needs. 

The program provides a blend from local and national topics and international 
considerations. There are also sessions that provide a deep looks into critical subject 
matter such as QSBS, NINGS, the emerging field of digital assets, tax, SLATs,  
charitable assets and more.

This event would not be possible without the support of our sponsors, presenters and 
attendees. We appreciate each of you. 

This event is organized and hosted by the Nevada Bankers Association and the Trust 
Committee, yet it is the direct reflection of the hard work, passion and dedication of 
the Trust Conference Planning Committee led by Chairman Thomas Monroe.
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GENERAL INFORMATION:

EVENT OVERVIEW:
The Trust Company Committee of the Nevada Bankers Association invites you to attend the Nevada 
Trust Conference. Our in-person event includes two interactive days with nationally renowned 
speakers, expert discussions, and exhibitor displays. 

SCHEDULE OVERVIEW:
Monday April 24
2:00 – 6:00 PM Registration Open
4:00 PM – 6:00 PM Networking Reception Champagne 2
Tuesday April 25
8:45 AM – 11:30 AM General Session Champagne 1
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM Lunch with Exhibitors Champagne 2
1:00 PM – 3:30 PM Breakouts, Champagne 1 & Chablis
3:45 PM – 5:30 PM General Session Champagne 1
5:30 PM  – 6:30 PM Networking Reception Champagne 2
Wednesday April 25
8:45 AM – 11:30 AM General Session Champagne 1
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM Lunch with Exhibitors Champagne 2
1:00 PM – 3:30 PM Breakouts, Champagne 1 & Chablis
3:45 PM – 5:30 PM General Session Champagne 1

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
The Conference attracts accountants; attorneys; family office executives; professional trustee 
executives; and wealth planners seeking expert discussions on technical, legislative, and planning 
developments.

CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT
Earn up to 16 continuing education credits for public accounting, legal and wealth management 
certifications. Continuing legal education credit will be applied for in California, Nevada, and Utah. 
Materials detailing the presentations, including speaker biographies and presentation summaries, 
sufficient for self-reporting continuing education credit for CPAs will be provided. We are also seeking 
continuing education credit approval for CTFAs and CFPs. For past presentations by these presenters, 
continuing education credit has also been available for other credentials. If you are seeking continuing 
education credit for credentials other than those mentioned above, we urge you to reach out to the 
governing body of the applicable credential to determine if credit is available. We cannot guarantee that 
credit will be available in all cases or that the current year’s field of study will be applicable to your area 
of specialty or valid continuing education for your credential.

CONFERENCE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 
Attendees will be provided with presentations, instruction and information that will further their 
understanding of the unique aspects of Nevada’s trusts. Trust professionals will benefit from the 
conference learnings that will assure their trust clients receive the most timely, accurate and beneficial 
advice to meet their trust needs. 



Monday, April 24

2:00 p.m.
Check in and Registration

Lobby

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Welcome Reception

Fireside Chat
Visit With Exhibitors

Networking
Hosted Appetizers, Wine & Beer

Champagne 2

Tuesday, April 25

7:00 a.m.
Check in and Registration

Lobby

7:30 a.m.
Breakfast with Exhibitors

Champagne 2

8:30 a.m.
Welcome & Opening Remarks

Champagne 1

8:45 a.m. 
The Critical Importance of Trusts in Financial & 

Tax Planning
Champagne 1

9:45 a.m.
Nevada Silent Trusts

Champagne 1

Michaelle Rafferty    Thomas Monroe

Thomas Monroe

Jonathan Blattmachr

Michaelle Rafferty  



Tuesday, April 24 (Continued)

10:40 a.m.
Qualified Business Stock (QSBS) Planning 

Champagne 1

11:30 a.m. 
Lunch With Exhibitors

Champagne 2

Break Out: Focus on Nevada
1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Trust Decanting
Case Law Update

Corporate Transparency Act
Champagne 1

Break out: Focus on Digital
1:00 p.m.

Digital Assets: Estate & Tax Planning 
Considerations

1:50 p.m. 
Digital Assets & the Importance of Regulation

Chablis

2:40 p.m.
Break Out: 

California Income Tax of Trusts & Beneficiaries
Chablis

Paul Lee

Bob Armstrong    Alan Freer Michaelle Rafferty

Matt Saltzman Al Forkner Chris Kline

Elise McGee

Richard Kinyon Elizabeth Sevilla



Tuesday, April 24 (Continued)

3:45 p.m.
QSBS: from Planning to Trust Compliance 

Champagne 1

4:40 p.m. 
Protecting Clients From Scams & Fraud

Champagne 1

5:30 p.m. 
Reception with Exhibitors

Champagne 2
Dinner on own

Wednesday, April 25

7:00 a.m.
Check in and Registration

Lobby

7:30 a.m.
Breakfast with Exhibitors

Champagne 2

8:30 p.m.
Welcome back!

Conference Update

8:45 a.m.
Federal Tax Update

Champagne 1

Paul Lee                   Elizabeth Sevilla     Thomas Monroe

Benjamin Edwards

Samuel A.  Donaldson



Wednesday, April 25 (Continued)

9:45 a.m.
SLATs: Best Practices for Funding and Drafting

Champagne 1

10:40 a.m.
Charitable Planning with Trusts

Champagne 1

11:30 a.m. 
Lunch With Exhibitors

Champagne 2

Break Out: 
1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Cross Border Trust Planning and Tax 
Compliance

Champagne 1

Break Out:
1:00 p.m. – 2:40

Nevada Asset Protection Trusts and NINGS
Chablis

2:45 p.m. 
Carried Interest Derivatives Planning 

Techniques
Chablis

David Handler

Paul Frimmer

Rodney Read          Enrique Hernandez-Pulido    Joe Fernandez

David Handler

Kristen Simmons    Tim Riley



Thomas Monroe      Ryan Moser          George Pennock

David Morris           Michaelle Rafferty   Ann Rosevear

Wednesday, April 25 (Continued)

3:45 p.m.
Where the Rubber Hits the Road: Nevada 

Practitioner Panel
Champagne 1

4:40 p.m. 
Ethical Obligations with Individuals, Entity 

Clients and Lawyers Serving as Client 
Representatives in Governance Roles

Champagne 1

Conference Close

Benjamin Edwards

Prepared for change
Fiduciary services for successful entrepreneurs and families

www.sequent.limited



PLATINUM SPONSORS

Charles Schwab Trust Company (CSTC) provides corporate trustee services 
exclusively for Schwab’s expansive network of branches, Financial 
Consultants, Wealth Advisors, and their clients. Acting both as a traditional, 
full-services trustee, or as a directed trustee under Nevada law, CSTC’s 
structure allows professionals in this field to develop and maintain long-term 
relationships with trust clients while leveraging industry-leading securities 
custody, technology, and administrative expertise for the families they 
serve. Charles Schwab Trust Company is a wholly-owned subsidiary of The 
Charles Schwab Corporation. Visit our website at www.schwab.com/personal-
trust-services.

GBank (formerly known as “Bank of George”) (the "Bank"), is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of GBank Financial Holdings Inc., a bank holding company. 
Founded in 2007, the Bank operates two full-service commercial branches in 
Las Vegas, Nevada, with primary lending activities focused on engaging clients 
in Nevada, California, Utah, and Arizona. GBank has key businesses in three 
prominent divisions: SBA Lending, Gaming FinTech, and Commercial Lending. 
The Bank conducts business nationally through its SBA lending activities 
(ranked 14th in the nation by the U.S. Small Business Administration for SBA 
7(a) dollar loan volume through September 30, 2022) and its BankCard
Services, LLC (“BCS”) partnership. Launched in 2016, its Gaming FinTech 
Division, through its contract with BCS, is empowering Sightline Payments 
Play+ Solution (Sightline Payments) for seamless and secure pay-and-play 
that is enabling cashless, mobile commerce solutions for gaming, lottery, and 
sports betting ecosystems – positioning the Bank as a financial leader in this 
new payments world. For more information about GBank, please visit its 
website at www.g.bank. 

Laurel Trust Company is a thoughtfully-driven professional trustee adept at 
streamlining complexity. We believe in putting our client’s values and priorities 
first. We do this by providing solutions-oriented Trustee services and efficiently 
coordinating with our client’s legal and investment advisors to pursue their 
strategic objectives. By using this collective approach, we ensure we align with 
our client’s goals. We offer simplified sophisticated solutions for a diverse yet 
intimate roster of clients. Our directive, use good judgment, is a basic but 
paramount principle demonstrated with every decision we make. 
www.laureltrust.com

For 65 years, Seiler has provided advisory, tax, and accounting services to 
some of the world’s most visionary and influential people, businesses, and 
non-profit organizations. Our clients include prominent philanthropic, business, 
and community leaders, as well as multi-generational families and 
entrepreneurs. We deliver the sophisticated solutions, innovative thinking, 
global capabilities, and highly personalized service our clients require to 
navigate the complexities of their financial worlds.





GOLD SPONSORS
Sequent (North America) LLC (SQNA) is a Nevada retail trust company formed under Chapter 669 of 
Nevada Revised Statues; originally licensed in September 2013 under its predecessor name, 
Rothschild Trust North America LLC. Until 2019 the business that makes up Sequent was part of 
Rothschild & Co, one of the most respected names in world finance. The trusted values and integrity 
that have enabled Rothschild to succeed for over 250 years are still at the heart of everything we 
do. Today, SQNA is wholly owned by Sequent Holdings AG in Zurich, Switzerland and is the sister 
company of Sequent (Schweiz) AG, Sequent (Guernsey) Ltd and Sequent (Singapore) Ltd (collectively 
Sequent) and has all the benefits of being a member of a group of global trust companies and 100% 
employee owned. Sequent works with international entrepreneurs and families, and their advisors, 
to plan, structure and administer their wealth for the long term. Our role is to help our clients 
organize their wealth, protect it in real terms, and to meet their planning objectives. 
www.sequent.limited

ECG Resources- Gold Credential Sponsor (Exclusive)
ECG Resources is an executive search firm focused on placing high caliber candidates in 
strategic roles within the Wealth Management arena throughout the United States. ECG 
Resources values its partnership with Nevada Trust Conference as an opportunity for 
participants to expand their knowledge, continue their education and maintain the 
prestigious credentials that demonstrate their commitment and dedication to success. ECG 
Resources is an executive search firm focused on placing high caliber candidates in 
strategic roles within the Wealth Management arena throughout the United States. Our 
industry expertise and commitment to client success has earned us the privilege of long-
term relationships spanning small boutique firms to some of the world's largest 
corporations. www.ecgresources.com



SILVER SPONSORS

Alliance Trust Company of Nevada works with professionals locally, nationally, and 
internationally to provide trustee services that benefit from Nevada’s favorable asset protection 
and tax laws. Alliance is an independent trust company – not a subsidiary or affiliate of any 
brokerage house, insurance company, or bank. We offer flexible service including directed, 
delegated, and full fiduciary trustee services, as well as asset management. We Are Nevada.™. 
www.alliancetrustcompany.com

Bryn Mawr Bryn Mawr Trust provides a variety of services designed to help ensure that your trust 
is efficiently administered to help grow, protect, and preserve wealth for future generations. At 
Bryn Mawr Trust we offer sophisticated yet uncomplicated investment solutions tailored to address 
and meet our clients' needs and circumstances. Those who choose us as their corporate trustee 
enjoy the peace of mind of knowing that the organization they've come to trust and rely on will 
carry out their legacies in a professional and cost-effective manner. Our Nevada based team of 
trust officers and investment officers is specifically assigned to your trust. Contact us today at 702-
732-1965. or visit our office at 101 Convention Center Drive, STE 838, Las Vegas, NV 89109.”

Cheetah Cheetah Inc., a business unit of Accutech Systems Corp., provides software solutions 
for wealth managers focused on growing their business and building revenue. Cheetah Inc.’s 
mission is to provide wealth managers with the tools they need to grow their business, provide 
exceptional service, and increase operational efficiency. Cheetah Inc.’s flagship product, Cheetah, 
is a comprehensive platform that manages all aspects of a client’s wealth, from trust accounting 
and tax reporting to investment management and trades.

Crawford Crawford Trust Company, LLC - Led by Nevada trust company pioneer and veteran Greg 
Crawford, Crawford Trust specializes in complex estate planning and optimization. Leveraging Nevada’s industry-
leading trust and tax laws, Crawford Trust collaborates with attorneys, CPAs, financial advisors, insurance 
professionals, and directly with the families we serve in administering trusts per the terms of trust documents. We serve 
as Nevada trustee facilitating domestic and international families with multigenerational successive planning while 
preserving and protecting legacies under Nevada’s robust trust and tax laws. Note: Currently, Crawford Trust Company 
cannot solicit or serve clients in the following areas of Nevada: Washoe Count, Douglas County or Carson City. 

Dunham Trust Company provides the professional trustee services you need to prepare for a 
confident and secure legacy for generations. We offer highly personalized service, experienced 
trust officers, and an independent approach to properly implement and administer your trust. 
www.dunhamtrust.com

Fifth Third Institutional Trust & Custody - For more than a century, we’ve helped institutional 
investors grow, manage, and protect their assets by delivering flexible solutions with a superior 
level of service and unmatched value. Our clients include financial institutions, trust companies, 
private trust companies, insurance companies, mutual fund companies, registered investment 
advisors, public entities, Taft-Hartleys, and non-profits.

Legacy Enhancement is a national non-profit corporation established to assist individuals who 
are disabled or have special needs. The goal of our special needs trust is to protect you and your 
loved ones’ current and future assets by managing funds for supplemental needs and enriching 
your overall quality of life.



SILVER SPONSORS

National Care Advisors is a national nurse consulting firm providing life care planning, quality 
of life assessment, third party benefit analysis and case management services to attorneys, 
financial planners, trustees and their client families. Our staff have expertise in the real life, 
practical application of benefits and service providers in each region. We focus primarily on 
improving the quality of life for our clients and their families, within the scope of all available 
funding resources and third-party benefits. We believe that a team approach to planning for 
individuals with special needs is essential to provide the best results.

NewEdge Capital Group and its subsidiaries collectively trace their roots back over 30 years 
and provide best-in-class technology-enabled solutions and support services to financial 
advisors and their clients. Today, NewEdge Capital Group, a Barron’s Top 100 RIA Firm and 
Forbes’ America’s Top RIA Firm*, has over $32 billion in client assets and supports over 300 
financial advisors servicing several thousand households, family offices and institutions 
comprising more than 75,000 client accounts. The company is a division of EdgeCo Holdings, 
LP, which collectively services over $150 billion in assets through NewEdge and its other 
custody and retirement businesses. For more information, visit www.newedgecapitalgroup.com.

Northern Trust is a preeminent global financial institution that provides asset servicing, 
investment management and wealth management services for institutions, high-net-worth 
individuals, and families. For more than 130 years, our success has been anchored in serving 
as our clients’ most trusted financial partner, guarding, and growing their assets as though they 
are our own. We earn trust by staying true to our steadfast fiduciary heritage and providing 
differentiated, exceptional service tailored to clients’ specific needs. www.northerntrust.com

Peak Trust Company serves estate planners looking for a professional trustee, who want 
reliable and accessible expertise to help them with their client’ 
complex trust plans. Peak Trust Company offers the experience and sophistication to help you 
quickly and accurately establish trusts, backed by easy-to-use ongoing trust administration. 
Unlike traditional banks and trust companies, at Peak Trust Company, your trust is our core 
business. This enables us to provide a highly customized delivery process tailored to your 
specific needs and an unbundled service structure; providing everything you need but only what 
you want. Peak Trust Company serves as trustee of trusts nationwide, specializing in 
administration for trusts pursuant to Alaska, Nevada, or Delaware law.

Seven Post Trust Company serves as a trusted fiduciary and advisor to a select group of 
entrepreneurs, executives, families, and institutions. Our mission is to help each client chart 
and realize their legacy by providing impartial, holistic fiduciary services tailored to each client’s 
unique needs. In partnership with our clients, employees, and stakeholders, we seek to make a 
positive impact on our community and industry. www.sevenposttrust.com

TEAM is the nation’s leading all-in-one payroll and HR solution that is custom-built for trust-paid 
household staff. For families and the fiduciaries who serve them, TEAM provides a holistic 
solution that manages all aspects of household employment including payroll, taxes, insurance, 
HR issues, and employee lawsuits.



BRONZE SPONSORS

Dawson Lordahl Weisenmiller is a law firm focused on estate planning, probate, probate 
litigation, tax, and nonprofit law. Located in Southern Nevada, we provide legal and planning 
services to clients across the country who desire to use Nevada for their planning needs, and 
we frequently team up with trust companies and investment managers to accomplish the 
clients’ many objectives.

The American Bankers Association is the voice of the nation’s $23.6 trillion banking industry, which is 
composed of small, regional and large banks that together employ more than 2 million people, 
safeguard $19.2 trillion in deposits and extend $12.2 trillion in loans.

Eide Bailly is a Top 25 business advisory and accounting firm, helping our clients embrace the 
opportunities that change, and innovation bring to the evolving business landscape and 
personal financial decisions. We offer our clients inspired ideas and solutions to tackle risk and 
spur growth. Eide Bailly's wealth planning professionals, bring knowledge from an array of 
specialty areas—business valuation, estate, trust and gift tax planning, financial planning—that 
provides a comprehensive approach to your wealth plan. Our goal is simple: We want to help 
you achieve your dreams. https://www.eidebailly.com/

Infovisa is a leader in trust accounting software. We develop applications that let trust 
accounting professionals focus less on running reports and more on providing counsel for their 
clients. Our flagship software, MAUI®, features an intuitive design and powerful, real-time 
reporting. Trust professionals can also customize MAUI using a robust set of modules, ensuring 
that the software is tailored to the needs of their department and their clients. We’ve built the 
most advanced trust accounting application from the ground up, using the constant input of 
industry pros. Our team is comprised of experts with decades of experience in the trust industry, 
and we’re continuously improving every facet of MAUI. At Infovisa, we focus on you, so you can 
focus on your clients. That’s Trusted Focus.

Wealthgate Trust (WGT) is a client-founded multi-family Nevada trust company that 
exclusively partners with UHNW families and their advisory team to create, implement, and 
administer bespoke trust strategies. Our founder – a practicing Trusts & Estates attorney and 
entrepreneur – created a trust company for families like his that desired a tailored, high-touch 
service executed by seasoned planning attorneys. WGT is an unparalleled solution for clients 
that require innovative planning and optimal flexibility while eliminating the cost and burden of 
creating and maintaining a PTC.

First American Trust- Lanyard Sponsor





SPEAKERS & PRESENTERS

Robert Armstrong, Partner
McDonald Carano law firm
Robert Armstrong is a third-generation Nevadan with unmatched expertise advising high net worth 
clients and family trust companies on Nevada’s trust, estate and tax planning legal and regulatory 
landscape. Bob has over forty years of experience serving clients as an attorney and a non-practicing 
CPA. He is a Fellow of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel and a member of the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants among other affiliations. Bob has received six 
“Lawyer of the Year” awards from The Best Lawyers in America and is currently ranked for the 5th 
consecutive year in the highest Band 1 category for Private Wealth Law in Chambers USA High Net 
Worth Guide. He received his juris doctorate from Georgetown Law Center and a LL.M. in taxation 
from New York University.

Jonathan Blattmachr, Principal
Pioneer Wealth Management
Listed in The Best Lawyers in America, Jonathan G. Blattmachris a Principal in Pioneer Wealth 
Partners, in the estate planning advisory group. He gives lectures and has written extensively on 
estate and trust taxation and charitable giving. Mr. Blattmachris was a Harlan Fiske Scholar at the 
Columbia University School of Law, where he received his law degree and graduated cum laude. He 
has an A.B. from Bucknell University in mathematics. Mr. Blattmachris has written nine books and 
over 500 articles on estate planning and other tax issues. He has been an Advisor on The American 
Law Institute, Restatement of the Law, and Trusts 3rd; he is a member of the American Bar 
Foundation. He is a retired member of Milbank Tweed Hadley & McCloy LLP and of the Alaska, 
California and New York State bar associations.

Sam Donaldson J.D. LL.M. Professor
Georgia State University
Professor Donaldson teaches a number of tax and estate planning courses, as well as courses in the 
areas of property, commercial law and professional responsibility. Prior to joining GSU Law in 2012, 
Professor Donaldson was on the faculty at the University of Washington School of Law in Seattle for 
13 years. During his tenure at the University of Washington, he was a five-time recipient of the Philip 
A. Trautman Professor of the Year award from the School of Law’s Student Bar Association. 
Professor Donaldson served for two years as Associate Dean for Academic Administration and for six 
years as the Director of the law school’s Graduate Program in Taxation.  Professor Donaldson 
teaches a number of tax and estate planning courses, as well as courses in the areas of property, 
commercial law and professional responsibility. He is a nationally recognized speaker on federal 
taxation and estate planning at professional conferences and continuing education seminars.  
Professor Donaldson is an Academic Fellow of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel 
(ACTEC) and a member of the Bar in Washington, Oregon, and Arizona. Among his scholarly works, 
he is a co-author of the popular West casebook, Federal Income Tax: A Contemporary Approach, and 
a co-author of the Price on Contemporary Estate Planning treatise published by Wolters Kluwer.  
Professor Donaldson has served as the Harry R. Horrow Visiting Professor of International Law at 
Northwestern University and a Visiting Assistant Professor at the University of Florida Levin College 
of Law.  An amateur crossword constructor, Professor Donaldson’s puzzles have been published in 
The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, and other outlets.



SPEAKERS & PRESENTERS

Benjamin Edwards, J.D. Associate Professor of Law
William S Boyd Law School
Professor Edwards earned his law degree from Columbia Law School and clerked for Judge Samuel 
H. Mays, Jr. of the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Tennessee. Benjamin Edwards joined 
the faculty of the William S. Boyd School of Law in 2017. He researches and writes about business 
and securities law, corporate governance, arbitration, and consumer protection. Prior to teaching, 
Professor Edwards practiced as a securities litigator in the New York office of Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP. At Skadden, he represented clients in complex civil litigation, including 
securities class actions arising out of the Madoff Ponzi scheme and litigation arising out of the 2008 
financial crisis. His writing has appeared in the Northwestern University Law Review, Washington and 
Lee Law Review, University of California Davis Law Review, Georgia State Law Review, William & 
Mary Law Review Online, Virginia Law and Business Review, Michigan Business and Entrepreneurial 
Law Review, Journal of Business and Securities Law, Virginia Journal of Social Policy and the Law, 
InvestmentNews, Wall Street Journal, Salon, The Hill, The Washington Post, BloombergView, Oxford 
Business Law Blog, and Columbia Blue Sky Blog. He also writes regularly for the Business Law 
Professor blog. Professor Edwards earned his law degree from Columbia Law School and clerked for 
Judge Samuel H. Mays, Jr. of the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Tennessee. Professor 
Edwards's most recent publications and working papers may be found on the Social Science 
Research Network.

Joe Fernandez, CPA Partner
Seiler LLP
Joe is a CPA with over 15 years of experience. He specializes in tax compliance and planning for 
high-net-worth individuals. He holds expertise in the several disciplines, including business tax 
planning and compliance for closely held domestic and foreign corporations; inbound transactions for 
foreign corporations, partnerships, and individuals; foreign tax planning and trust reporting; and 
nonresident alien assistance with complying with U.S. reporting requirements. Joe joined Seiler in 
2021. Prior to that, he worked at Holthouse Carlin & Van Trigt. He began his accounting career at 
Grant Thornton. Joe earned his master’s degree in Taxation and a bachelor’s degree in Accounting 
from Florida International University.

Albert Forkner, CEO
Fortress Trust
Albert Forkner is the CEO of Fortress Trust, a Nevada trust company focused on supporting NFT 
creator and innovator strategies including secure custody solutions. Prior to Fortress Trust, Mr. 
Forkner served nearly 25 years as a banking regulator with the Wyoming Division of Banking. As the 
Banking Commissioner, Mr. Forkner was responsible for the supervision of all state-chartered banks, 
trust companies, non-depository financial entities in Wyoming, as well as the novel Special Purpose 
Depository Institution (SPDI) digital asset focused bank charter. Mr. Forkner served as the Chairman 
of the Board for the Conference of State Bank Supervisors and Chairman of the Board of the State 
Regulatory Registry, operator of the NMLS. Mr. Forkner received a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Economics from the University of Wyoming. He is also a graduate of the Graduate School of Banking 
at Colorado and the Cannon Financial Institute.



SPEAKERS & PRESENTERS

Alan Freer, Partner
Solomon Dwiggins and Freer Steadman
Alan D. Freer is a member of the Las Vegas law firm of Solomon Dwiggins Freer & Steadman, LTD., 
where he focuses his practice primarily on trust and estate litigation. Mr. Freer also handles all 
aspects of trust and estate administration, and routinely represents beneficiaries and fiduciaries in 
contested matters. He has substantial experience in challenging and defending the validity of estate 
planning documents, including wills, codicils, trusts and amendments. Mr. Freer also routinely 
prosecutes and defends claims for breach of fiduciary duty, fraud, undue influence, breach of trust, 
accounting, fiduciary removal, competency, lack of capacity, unjust enrichment, closely held business 
disputes and elder abuse. Mr. Freer has received the highest "AV Preeminent Rating" by Martindale-
Hubbell and has twice been recognized as the Lawyer of the Year for Southern Nevada in the area of 
"Trust and Estates" (2020) and "Trust and Estate Litigation" (2017) by Best Lawyers of America. Mr. 
Freer has also been recognized as one of the top 100 lawyers in the mountain states region by Super 
Lawyers. Mr. Freer is a member of the State Bar of Nevada and serves on several committees.

Paul Frimmer, Partner
Loeb & Loeb, LLP
Paul Frimmer focuses on estate planning, wills and trusts, probate and trust administration, 
postmortem tax planning, probate litigation, art law, charitable giving, and tax issues relating to these 
matters. Widely regarded as one of the top estate planning attorneys in the country, Paul has 
received numerous accolades for his work. He’s known for taking a collaborative approach with his 
clients and guiding them toward the best decisions tailored to meet their individual needs. Paul has 
authored and co-authored more than 50 publications on estate planning and related matters. He is 
also a frequent speaker at national and local estate planning seminars and institutes, including the 
NYU Tax Institute, the USC Tax Institute, the University of Miami Estate Planning Institute, ALI-ABA 
seminars, the USC Probate and Trust Institute, and the UCLA Estate Planning Institute.

David Handler, Partner
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
David A. Handler heads the Trusts and Estates Practice Group of Kirkland & Ellis LLP. David is a 
fellow of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC), and a member of the NAEPC 
Estate Planning Hall of Fame as an Accredited Estate Planner (Distinguished), the Chicago Estate 
Planning Council, and the professional advisory committees of several non-profit organizations. He is 
the author of numerous articles in estate planning and taxation journals, and writes the monthly “tax 
update” column for Trusts & Estates Magazine. He is ranked in “Band 1” by Chambers USA in the 
Wealth Management category, is listed in The Best Lawyers in America©,(Trusts and Estates) and its 
2015 and 2019 Trusts and Estates “Chicago Lawyer of the Year”. David is a co-author of an e-book 
on estate planning, The Complete Estate Planning Sourcebook (published by Wolters Kluwer). He is 
regularly interviewed for trade and news periodicals, and is a frequent lecturer at professional 
education seminars. David is a graduate of Northwestern Pritzker School of Law and received a B.S. 
Degree in Finance with highest honors from the University of Illinois Gies College of Business.



SPEAKERS & PRESENTERS

Enrique Hernandez-Pulido, Partner
Procopio
Enrique provides international tax planning and related international matters, particularly Mexican and 
U.S.-Mexican legal matters. Enrique represents clients in the development of business transactions, 
worldwide investment and financing structures, planning for worldwide income and estate and 
inheritance taxes. He serves on Procopio’s Management Committee, leads its Latin America-U.S. 
Cross-Border practice and co-leads its Beer, Wine and Spirits practice.
Enrique worked for ten years in the Mexican government in the areas of tax, finance and 
administration, acting as Subprocurador Fiscal de la Federación (Under Fiscal Federal General 
Attorney) in charge of consultation and legislative issues, Director General Jurídico (Legal General 
Director) of IPAB (Mexico’s Bank Deposit Insurance Federal Authority) and Director Jurídico (General 
Counsel) of FIDELIQ. Before his public career, Enrique was an associate attorney for the law firm of 
Bryan, González Vargas y González Baz in Mexico City. Before relocating to San Diego, he was on 
the faculty at ITAM (Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México) in Mexico City teaching advanced 
courses in tax law in its School of Law.
Enrique is a past chair of the International Law Section and of the International Tax Committee of the 
Tax Section of the California State Bar and of the International Law Section of the San Diego Bar 
Association. He is a member of the Practice Council for NYU’s School of Law’s LLM in International 
Tax and of the Council for the Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies of the University of California, San 
Diego.. 

Richard Kinyon, Partner
Shartsis Friese LLP
Richard Kinyon is a partner in the Family Wealth Planning practice group. He specializes in the 
design and implementation of complex domestic and international estate plans for high-net-worth 
U.S. resident and non- resident individuals, including the establishment of various sophisticated 
irrevocable trusts and family investment companies and how to pass interests in their family business 
and investment companies to younger-generation family members and others in a tax-advantaged 
and creditor-protected manner, minimizing inter-family conflict. He also advises fiduciaries and 
beneficiaries regarding the administration of estates and trusts, including fiduciary litigation matters. 
Mr. Kinyon has been certified as a Specialist in Taxation Law by the California Board of Legal 
Specialization since 1973, and he also is certified as a mediator by the Bar Association of San 
Francisco, specializing in mediating disputes among litigants and other parties involving their 
interests in trusts and estates or other jointly owned property.

Chris Kline
Co Founder & CRO
Challenged to develop a way for individuals to directly invest in Bitcoin for retirement, Chris Kline co-
founded Bitcoin IRA. Kline then developed the process and exclusive partnerships to create a full-
service, turnkey solution allowing investors to capitalize on the rapidly growing digital currency 
marketspace for their retirement portfolio while maintaining full IRS compliance. Kline holds a degree 
in International Finance and Leadership from the University of Colorado, Boulder. He is a 
contributing writer at Forbes Finance Council and FXEmpire, among other publications.
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Paul Lee, Chief Tax Strategist
Northern Trust
Paul S. Lee is the Chief Tax Strategist of The Northern Trust Company, within the Global Family & 
Private Investment Offices Group and Wealth Management division of Northern Trust. He is an 
Executive Vice President and Managing Director of the company. Prior to joining Northern Trust, he 
was at Bernstein Global Wealth Management as National Managing Director, and a partner in the 
Atlanta-based law firm of Smith, Gambrell & Russell, LLP. Paul is a Fellow of the American College of 
Trusts and Estate Counsel and an Academician of the International Academy of Estate and Trust 
Lawyers. He has been inducted into the NAEPC Estate Planning Hall of Fame® and designated an 
Accredited Estate Planner® (Distinguished). He was the American Bar Association Advisor to the 
Uniform Law Commission Uniform Fiduciary Income and Principal Act. Paul is a member of the 
American Bar Association, Florida Bar, and State Bar of Georgia. Paul received a B.A., cum laude, in 
English and a B.A. in chemistry from Cornell University, and a J.D., with honors, from Emory 
University School of Law, where he was notes and comments editor of the Emory Law Journal; he 
also received an LL.M. in taxation from Emory University. Paul was the recipient of the Georgia 
Federal Tax Conference Award for Outstanding Tax Student and the Ernst & Young Award for Tax and 
Accounting. A frequent lecturer and panelist on investment planning, tax and estate planning, Paul 
has spoken at the Heckerling Institute on Estate Planning, ACTEC National Meeting, Southern 
Federal Tax Institute, USC Institute on Federal Taxation, Southern California Tax & Estate Planning 
Forum, Notre Dame Tax and Estate Planning Institute, AICPA National Tax Conference, and the 
AICPA Advanced Estate Planning Conference. 

Elise J McGee, Partner
McDermott Will & Emery
Elise J. McGee advises high-net-worth individuals and business owners on all aspects of wealth-
transfer planning, including estate and trust administration, leveraged wealth-transfer techniques, tax 
matters, cryptocurrency and QSBS planning, real estate transactions and closely held business 
matters. Elise has extensive experience working with owners of closely held businesses to develop 
governance and succession plans, and on corporate, tax and compliance matters relating to those 
businesses. Elise is an American College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC) Fellow, and also has 
been recognized in Chambers High Net Worth 2022, Illinois: Private Wealth, Up and Coming. She is 
currently a member of the Executive Committee of the Trust Law Committee of the Chicago Bar 
Association, where she acts as legislative liaison.

Thomas Monroe, J.D. CTFA, President, Board Director
Laurel Trust Company
Mr. Monroe has worked in the legal and trust industries for over 20 years. He is the President of 
Laurel Trust Company and serves on its Board of Directors, Trust Committee, Investment Committee 
and Distribution Committee. At Laurel Trust, Mr. Monroe is responsible for building and managing a 
Nevada retail trust company for ultra-high net worth clients. Mr. Monroe and the Laurel Trust team 
work tirelessly to provide thoughtful and solutions-oriented Trustee services for families and 
individuals that need a professional solution for the administration, management, and stewardship of 
assets.  Prior to joining the Laurel Trust, Mr. Monroe was Assistant General Counsel and Senior Trust 
Counsel for a professional trustee and multi-family office in Boston, Massachusetts. Mr. Monroe has 
provided stewardship for families and individuals throughout his career by providing trust, estate, 
philanthropic, and tax planning services, along with general family office services. 
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Michaelle D. Rafferty, Shareholder
Maupin, Cox & Legoy
Michaelle DiGrazia Rafferty (“Michaelle”) is a shareholder attorney in the law firm of Maupin, Cox & 
LeGoy, primarily practicing in the areas of estate planning, taxation, administration of  trusts and 
estates, and family trust company planning and operations. Michaelle also practices in trust and 
estate related litigation, fiduciary litigation, and tax and audit related actions.  Michaelle has been 
admitted as a Fellow of the American College of Trust & Estate Counsel (ACTEC) where she serves 
as the Nevada State Chair, and is a member of the Practice and Fiduciary Litigation Committees. 
Michaelle recently completed her position as Chair of the Nevada State Bar - Probate & Trust Section 
where she served as an executive officer for the previous 8 years.  She continues to be an active 
member of the Section’s Legislative and Amicus committees for Nevada, including drafting and 
testifying on pending legislation before the Nevada legislature, and appearing before the Nevada 
Supreme Court on matters of trust and estate litigation, including actions related to Nevada asset 
protection trusts. She serves as the Court-appointed member of the Nevada Supreme Court’s Bench-
Bar Committee representing interest of trust and estate counsel. Michaelle is a founding and current 
Executive Officer for the Probate Bar Association of Washoe County, and has previously served as 
Executive Officer of the Washoe County Bar Association.  She is also a long-standing member of the 
Northern Nevada Estate Planning Council, and is a frequent speaker and presenter for both national 
and state continuing education courses related to her areas of practice.  Michaelle represents diverse 
clientele including individuals, families,  entities, private and commercial trust companies, university 
foundations, financial institutions, private and public foundations, family offices and private family trust 
companies. In her free time, Michaelle can be found skiing, hiking, running, biking, or kayaking in the 
Sierra Nevada mountains and lakes. 

Rodney Read, Partner
Baker & McKenzie
Rodney Read is a partner in the Tax Practice Group of Baker McKenzie's Houston office. Mr. Read’s 
practice focuses on wealth management, pre-immigration planning, international estate planning and 
international tax. He regularly assists clients with the structuring and administration of trusts, the 
formation of tax efficient structures for investment in the United States, US tax issues of beneficiaries, 
negotiation and establishment of Insurance Dedicated Funds, and expatriation from the US with 
advice regarding the US exit tax. He also guides clients through the US Offshore Voluntary 
Disclosure Programs, assists with regularizing US tax and reporting obligations, and advises financial 
institutions, trust companies, multi-national companies and insurance companies regarding FATCA 
compliance.

Timothy J. Riley, JD/LL.M. | Esq.
Partner, Aguirre Riley, P.C.
Tim has worked in the legal industry for 17 years. He is one of the two founders of Aguirre Riley, P.C, 
and serves as the firm’s managing partner. With deep experience representing clients before the 
Internal Revenue Service, Tim brings unique skills to bear on his clients' estate and family business 
planning issues. His intimate knowledge of tax code allows him to help his clients structure their 
wealth so that it grows while maintaining compliance with tax law. Prior to forming Aguirre Riley P.C., 
Tim was a partner at the regional law firm of Holland & Hart LLP and was an associate at the law firm 
of Hale, Lane, Peek, Dennison and Howard in Reno before it merged with Holland & Hart LLP in 
2008. Tim has faithfully committed many hours and his legal expertise on a pro bono basis to 
statewide philanthropic, professional, and civic boards. To mention a few, he was a long-time trustee 
of The Children’s Cabinet, and the former chair of both the probate and trust section of Nevada State 
Bar and the Estate Planning Council of Northern Nevada. Tim is licensed to practice law in Colorado 
and Nevada. Tim received his B.S. from the University of San Diego, and his J.D. and LL.M. in 
taxation from the University of Denver’s Sturm College of law. 
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Matt Saltzman, Partner
Saltzman Mugan Dushoff
Matthew D. Saltzman is an attorney and Managing Shareholder of the Saltzman Mugan Dushoff law firm 
in Las Vegas, Nevada. Over the course of his twenty-five years as a business attorney in Las Vegas, 
Saltzman has developed a corporate law practice focused on financial institutions and administrative law 
which assists financial institutions and other highly regulated businesses with corporate and regulatory 
compliance matters. Saltzman and his team have worked to obtain licenses for a large number of
Nevada retail and family trust companies. He has testified before the Nevada legislature as an expert on 
trust company legislation and drafted portions of Nevada law relating to the chartering and operation of 
Nevada trust companies. In recent years his practice has focused on counseling trust companies that 
providing services related to digital assets including cryptocurrency. Matthew Saltzman received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics and Philosophy from the University of Wisconsin, Madison, in 
1987. In 1993, he received his Juris Doctor from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law. He was also 
Executive Editor of the University of Pittsburgh Law Review and served as a teaching assistant for the 
school’s Legal Research and Writing course.

Elizabeth Sevilla CLU, CHFC, Partner
Seiler LLP
Elizabeth has over 25 years of experience. She has spent the vast majority of her career with individual 
taxation and is a leader in the firm’s Trust & Estate Practice. Elizabeth works closely with high-net-worth 
individuals, owners of closely held real estate and technology companies, and corporate executives and 
partners of investment banking and venture capital firms. She holds expertise in several disciplines, 
including individual and fiduciary income tax compliance and planning, both domestic and international; 
estate, trust, gift, and charitable planning; estate tax return preparation and post-mortem funding; 
business succession; executive benefit planning; and life insurance due diligence. Elizabeth joined Seiler 
in 2009. Prior to that, she served as a Senior Tax Director for BDO, a Senior Tax Manager for Deloitte, 
and a Senior Tax Manager for KPMG. She is a certified Enrolled Agent (EA) with the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS), and a Chartered Life Underwriter (CLU) and Charter Financial Consultant (ChFC) through 
Bryn Mawr American College. Elizabeth earned a bachelor’s degree in Psychology and a bachelor's 
degree in Economics from the University of the Philippines.

Kristin Simmons, Partner
Simmons Freeman LLC
Kristen E. Simmons is a founding member of Simmons Freeman LLC in Las Vegas, Nevada and 
practices in the areas of estate, business and asset protection planning. She is honored to be listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America® for her work in Trusts and Estates and Tax Law, and was named by Best 
Lawyers® as 2023’s “Lawyer of the Year” for Trusts and Estates, and 2021’s “Lawyer of the Year” for Tax 
Law.  Ms. Simmons has received the prestigious AV® Rating from Martindale-Hubbell.  She is certified 
as an Estate Planning Law Specialist by the Estate law Specialist Board, Inc., an organization accredited 
by the American Bar Association and affiliated with the National Association of Estate Planners & 
Councils.  Ms. Simmons has been designated as an Accredited Estate Planner (AEP®) by the National 
Association of Estate Planners & Councils.  Each year from 2016-2023, she was named a Super Lawyer 
by Mountain States Super Lawyers in the area of Estate Planning and Probate.  From 2008 through 
2015, Ms. Simmons was listed as one of Nevada's Rising Stars in the Mountain States Super Lawyers 
magazine in (1) Tax and in (2) Estate Planning & Probate.  Ms. Simmons was admitted to the Nevada 
State Bar in 2004 and to The Florida Bar in 2005.  She is a current member and past president of the 
Southern Nevada Estate Planning Council and serves on the editorial board of the Nevada Lawyer.  




